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CULTURE 


Mommy, Don’t Kill Me 

by Selwyn Duke — Even though U.S. laws allow women to abort their 
babies, thoughtful reflection about the issue makes plain that we’re 
allowing the killing of kids — not the death of “unviable fetuses.” 


POLITICS 


Lawmakers at The John Birch 


Society’s 60th Anniversary 
by Alex Newman — Along with acknowledging dangers the country 
faces, speakers at the JBS anniversary touted Society successes. 


CULTURE 


Liars and Rape 

by R. Cort Kirkwood — Feminists assert that women only lie about 
rape about two percent of the time — so women should be given 
the benefit of the doubt. However, studies put the lie to that claim. 


MOVIE REVIEW 


Abortion and Murder 

by Lisa Shaw — Kermit Gosnell did late-term abortions. When 
aborted children were born alive, he cut their necks to kill them. 
But his case shows that killing kids in or out of the womb is the 
same. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 

The Treaty of Versailles and the Rise of Nazism 
by Brian Farmer — The Treaty of Versailles, the so-called peace 
treaty ending WWI, was meant to humiliate and punish Germany for 
beginning the war, but it led to Hitler’s rise. 


THE LAST WORD 


“When Women Charge Rape, We Must Believe” 
by R. Cort Kirkwood 
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Uncommon Earth 


In the June 18 issue of THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN (“International Scientific Conference 
Deems Evolution a ‘Hoax’”), Alex New- 
man wrote: “Far from being a common, in- 
significant speck, then, the Earth is ‘a very 
special planet in a very special place.’” 

It is in a very special place, indeed. In 
fact, the latest satellite data pertaining to 
the universe’s Cosmic Microwave Back- 
ground (CMB) radiation shows that the 
Earth is at the very center of the universe. 
Professor Lawrence M. Krauss, who is a 
theoretical physicist at Arizona State Uni- 
versity, stated the following in an interview 
with Edge.org on July 5, 2006: “When you 
look at [the] CMB map, you also see that 
the structure that is observed is in fact, in 
a weird way, correlated with the plane of 
the earth around the sun. Is this Coperni- 
cus coming back to haunt us? That’s crazy. 
We’re looking out at the whole universe. 
There’s no way there should be a corre- 
lation of structure with our motion of the 
earth around the sun — the plane of the 
earth around the sun — the ecliptic. That 
would say we are truly the center of the 
universe.” 

JOHN J. TOBAK 
Bernardsville, New Jersey 


Problem and Answer for 
America’s Slide Downhill 


As America slides continually into law- 
lessness, immorality, and deception, we 
look to see any hope of reviving our once- 
great nation. 

I believe the answers begin in our edu- 
cation systems, where political correctness 
has had a huge hand in changing the cul- 
ture, the way we perceive right and wrong, 
morality and immorality. 

It’s where truth takes a backseat to 
everything. Political correctness stifles 
freedom of speech, and debates become 
one-sided because it changes all the rules 
to favor the Left. It’s where emotion over- 
rides logic and makes the rule of law in- 
effective. Issues such as illegal-immigra- 
tion, gay “marriage,” gun control, foreign 
policy, and even climate change are decid- 
ed on emotion, instead of logic, common 
sense, or our Constitution. 

Schools have produced a culture of vic- 
tims who find it very profitable to remain 
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victims. They even create racism where it 
doesn’t exist, to create more victims. 

This liberal ideology promotes a world- 
wide slave state in which humanity is 
helpless, because without truth there is no 
freedom. Government without consent of 
the governed is the definition of slavery. 
Lack of transparency and accountability 
leaves our citizens vulnerable to fraudu- 
lent laws such as ObamaCare. 

Hitler used political correctness to si- 
lence the people. It’s also effective here. 
Political correctness demands that people 
believe something even if evidence proves 
otherwise. One example is multicultural- 
ism, which is in many cases harmful. 
Political correctness enslaves people to a 
false ideology. 

Kim OLSON 
Janesville, Wisconsin 


Shame for 
Attempted Shaming 


Is there any courtroom, at any level, in all 
the land, in which a sitting judge is subject 
to attack, much less prolonged attack, by 
the prosecution or the defense attorneys? 

Yet after subjecting Judge Brett Kava- 
naugh to malicious attacks, how then can 
Judge Kavanaugh’s detractors claim that his 
singular strident retort to the Senate Judicia- 
ry Committee, after a month of vicious at- 
tacks on him by its Democrat members and 
their ilk, be considered to be an impediment 
to his fitness to serve on the Supreme Court? 

Had Judge Kavanaugh ever exhibit- 
ed anything but decorum during his years 
on the bench? 

Is not this latest nationally orchestrated 
“vote of no confidence” just the latest 
round of Saul Alinsky-ite attacks on him? 

Have the various organs of the media no 
shame for inciting deranged members of 
the public to make violent threats against 
the judge, members of his family, and nu- 
merous U.S. senators (and their family 
members) themselves? 

RUSSELL W. HAAS 
Golden, Colorado 


Send your letters to: THE NEW AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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Most Americans are not taught what’s in the Constitution, nor are they aware of its 
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New York Times: Trump Impeachment Is on the Ballot 


It’s official: New York Times Chief White House Correspondent 
Peter Baker wrote October 13 that, if the Democrat Party takes 
the House in the November 6 midterms, it will move to impeach 
the president in the next Congress. “While Democrats are largely 
ducking the topic on the campaign trail, few in Washington doubt 
that impeachment will be on the table if they win the House on 
Nov. 6,” Baker remarked. 

And, warns Baker, such impeachment proceedings are likely 
to make the Kavanaugh confirmation hearings look like a picnic: 
“Tf that happens, anyone who thought the battle over Justice Ka- 
vanaugh’s confirmation was ugly and divisive should buckle up, 
because history suggests it would provide only a small taste of 
what lies ahead. The impeachment drives against Andrew John- 
son, Richard Nixon and Bill Clinton tore at the nation’s fabric, 
but an effort to remove Mr. Trump could lead to an even more 
incendiary conflict, thanks to the advent of social media and Mr. 
Trump’s brand of blowtorch politics.” 

Deep into his article, Baker admits that such an effort is likely 
doomed to fail: ““A Democratic House might impeach him, but 
even if Democrats take the Senate, they would still be far from 
the two-thirds necessary for conviction, meaning that 15 or more 
Republicans [in the Senate] would have to go along. Such a sce- 
nario seems unlikely.” 


So it’s a political tactic that could fail, but the House could 
come up with enough charges under the 25th Amendment to im- 
peach the president, especially if California Representative Max- 
ine Waters assumes the chair of the House Financial Services 
Committee. Given that committee’s power to subpoena Trump’s 
income tax returns and other financial records, Waters hopes to 
find something of substance to help build the impeachment case: 
“Tf there is information [there] that is going to be unveiled about 
what has been going on in the White House or Donald Trump or 
the Treasury, it will come out.” 


Lawmaker Exposes Islamist and Marxist “Counter-states” in America 


Senior Republican lawmaker Matt Shea of Washington State, 
speaking at “A New Code of the West” conference in Montana 
on October 13, warned that Islamists from the Muslim Brother- 
hood, as well as Marxists and communists, were setting up what 
he described as “counter-states” in the United States. Shea cited a 
memo by Rich Higgins, a member of President Trump’s National 
Security Council in 2017. 

First, Shea pointed to the Marxists, communists, socialists, 
and allied forces. “They believe they are at war, and they’re 
acting like it,” he said, showing pictures of violent communists 
in America, including some openly flying communist flags and 
banners. “And they really are communists.” Shea pointed to 


the Higgins memo. It points out, among other concerns, that 
Trump is facing a Maoist-style insurgency from “deep state 
actors, globalists, bankers, Islamists, and establishment Repub- 
licans.” The reason: Trump represents “an existential threat to 
cultural Marxist memes that dominate the prevailing cultural 
narrative.” 

The second counter-state Shea described was the Muslim 
Brotherhood. Showing its own documents and court records, 
Shea noted that the Muslim Brotherhood’s own documents and 
files show that its self-declared goal is to bring down Western 
civilization. He also highlighted links between the Muslim Broth- 
erhood and the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), 
which has been linked in a federal court case to the terrorist or- 
ganization Hamas and other outfits. The GOP leader also docu- 
mented the open ties and alliances between actual Communist 
Party USA leaders and Islamist extremists affiliated with the 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

Shea outlined what he said was a crucial solution to what ails 
America: “We all need to become the media.” He urged everyone 
to use alternatives to the establishment-controlled Internet giants. 
Among those he suggested was Real. Video as an alternative to 
YouTube, and LocalActivist.org as an alternative to social-media 
giants such as Facebook. In an interview with THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN, he also recommended this magazine as a resource, saying 
he often uses it in committee hearings and that it may be the most 
important intelligence brief in the world. 
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INSIDE TRACK 


Pope Francis: Abortion Is Like Hiring a Hit Man 


“Ts it fair to hire a hit man to solve a 
problem?” asked Pope Francis while 
deviating from prepared remarks dur- 
ing his weekly homily at St. Peter’s 
Square in Vatican City on October 10. 

“Interrupting a pregnancy is like 
eliminating someone,” Francis insist- 
ed. “Is it fair to hire a hit man to solve a 
problem? It is not fair. We cannot take 
out a human being, even if it is small.” 

Many conservative Catholics have, 
at times, been disenchanted with this 
pope’s remarks on other social and 
political issues, but in this case, he #8? esada Z 
has held fiercely to traditional teachings of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, which allows no exceptions for taking the life of an 
unborn child. 

In his homily, Pope Francis denounced the killing of human 
beings, citing his opposition to war, exploitation, and a culture of 
wastefulness. But it was abortion that drew his strongest words. 
Challenging the argument from the so-called pro-choice crowd, 
Francis asked, “How can an act that suppresses innocent and de- 
fenseless life as it blossoms be therapeutic, civil or simply human?” 


The pope has put abortion in the 
context of the modern society’s dis- 
posable culture, in which even human 
beings are seen as disposable: “Often 
human beings themselves ... are dis- 
carded as unnecessary.” 

In June, the pope even compared 
abortion to the eugenics program of the 
National Socialist regime of Adolf Hit- 
ler. “Last century, the whole world was 
scandalized by what the Nazis did to 
purify the race. Today, we do the same 
thing but with white gloves,” he told a 
family association in Italy. Rather than 
considering abortion, the pontiff urged couples to accept chil- 
dren — including children with deformities — “as God gives 
them to us.” 

Pope Francis has previously acknowledged that women are 
sometimes driven by circumstances to abortion, and has allowed 
that women who repent of the sin can be forgiven. It is doubtful 
that many pro-lifers, including this pope, want women to be held 
criminally liable for abortion, leaving legal ramifications to be 
placed upon the abortionist. 


Londonistan: 423 Mosques, 100 Sharia Courts 


British comedian John Cleese was condemned in 2011 for saying, 
“London is no longer an English city.” But his assessment has 
now been echoed by a Saudi Arabian newspaper, which writes 
that the U.K. “has been acquiring an increasingly Islamic face” 
— with a staggering 423 new mosques and 100 official Sharia 
courts in its capital. 

As the Saudi Gazette reported on October 7: “‘London is more 
Islamic than many Muslim countries put together,’ Maulana Syed 
Raza Rizvi, an Islamic preacher, was quoted as saying in the local 
media.... There are 423 new mosques in London and most of 
these mosques are crowded at prayer times unlike many churches 
which rarely see visitors.” 

Projections hold that by 2020, the number of Muslims attend- 
ing regular services in London will be 683,000, outstripping the 
679,000 weekly Mass attendees, according to the Saudi Gazette. 
This is despite London being just over 12-percent Muslim. 

Altogether, the number of mosques in England and Wales has 
risen from seven in 1961 to approximately 1,750 today. In con- 
trast, the Gazette states, 500 churches have been converted into 
private homes since 2001. 

The Saudi paper also informs that there are hundreds of Sharia 
courts in London, with, again, 100 being “official.” This has been 
made possible by what some would call “dummy dhimmi’” leg- 
islation, namely, the “British Arbitration Act and the system of 
Alternative Dispute Resolution,” as the Gazette reports. 

The paper closes by pointing out that British universities are 
also promoting Islamic law. 


Calling the British capital “Muslim London,” the Saudi Ga- 
zette's reportage has a crowing tone, as if to boast of Islamic 
civilization’s increasing dominance. 

Last year, Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdogan called Eu- 
rope a “sick man,” saying the continent “will pay” for humiliating 
his nation, and told Turks living in Europe, “Have five children, 
not three. You are Europe’s future.” Hi 
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GOP Senator Responds Bluntly 

to a Speaking Tour for the Clintons 

“Let’s face it. The Clintons don’t know when to shut up.” 

After four decades in office, Utah Republican Orrin Hatch is retiring 
from the Senate this year. His contempt for the Clintons is obvious. 


Top Democrat Urges Sharing 


of Beto O’Rourke’s Campaign Funds 
“Tt will be bad for everyone if he finishes his race with money in the 
bank when that money could’ve helped elect Democrats in Missouri, 


Tennessee or North Dakota.” 


Democrat strategist Matthew Miller evidently doesn t expect Texas 


Congressman Beto O’Rourke to defeat Senator Ted Cruz in that states 
Senate race. O’Rourke has raised a record-setting amount of money. 


Beijing’s Banning of a Democracy Candidate Tightens Grip on Hong Kong 

“The candidate cannot possibly comply with the requirements of the relevant electoral laws, since ad- 
vocating or promoting ‘self-determination,’ or promoting independence [is forbidden].” 

Beijing considers Hong Kong part of China and has frequently taken steps to ensure its dominance 


LA 


AP Images 


over the populous enclave. As a candidate for a place on the local 
legislature, Lau Siu-lai has given indications of wanting Hong Kong 
to be free of Chinese Communist rule. Her attitude led to the com- 
munist-led government action that reasserted its dominance. 


South Korea’s Leader Fights Against Fake News 

“Fake news is a public enemy hiding behind the cover of free speech. 
We can no longer turn a blind eye to it.” 

Prime Minister Lee Nak-yon ordered police and prosecutors to in- 
vestigate and punish those who “generate fake news with malicious 
intent and systemically spread it.” But how would the government de- 
termine when news is “fake” and is spread “with malicious intent”? 
Not surprisingly, opposition lawmakers denounced this step as an 
attempt to stifle free speech. 


Vote Against Kavanaugh Seen as a Boost for North Dakota GOP Candidate 


“In my view, for her to vote no [on Kavanaugh’s confirmation] blows up her whole case that she’s 


independent.” 


In North Dakota, incumbent Democrat Senator Heidi Heitkamp has claimed to be independent of Senate 
Democrats. Her opponent in the 2018 race, Kevin Cramer, believes otherwise. 


West Virginia Democrat Heard His Constituents and Voted Yes 


“Joe Manchin knows that the people of this state are God-fearing, pro-gun, and pro-life. His constitu- 


ents out here told him ‘You vote this guy in or we’re going to vote 
you out.’ He figured he had better stay in with his people, not the 
Democratic Party.” 

A voter from Madison, West Virginia, Kevin Dalton expressed what 
many in his state told Senator Joe Manchin prior to the Senate con- 
firmation process. Manchin was the sole Democrat to support Judge 
Kavanaugh s elevation to the Supreme Court. 


President’s Wife Responds to Question About Her Husband 
“T don’t always agree with what he tweets, and I tell him that. I have 
my own voice and my opinions and it’s very important to me that I 
express how I feel.” 
During her early October trip to Africa, Melania Trump answered 
questions with refreshing candor. @ 
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Even though U.S. laws allow women to abort their babies, thoughtful reflection about the 
issue makes plain that we’re allowing the killing of kids — not the death of “unviable fetuses.” 
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by Selwyn Duke 


elissa Ohden is in certain ways 
unremarkable. She has a hus- 
band. She has two children. 


She goes to church. She has what appears 
to be a typical middle-American family 
life. What is remarkable is that she wasn’t 
supposed to have life at all. Ohden is one 
of many survivors of “botched” abortions 
— often euphemistically labeled “repro- 
ductive choice.” Welcome to the story of 
a grown-up “unviable tissue mass.” 

Botched abortions are relatively com- 
mon. Their existence is largely why Phil- 
adelphia, Pennsylvania, abortionist Dr. 
Kermit Gosnell was convicted in 2013 of 
murder and manslaughter and now will 
spend the rest of his life in prison. (A review 
of the movie about his crimes is on page 
27.) Yet his occupying a new caged home 
is the result of technicalities: the location 
and age of his victims. Had he confined his 
dark surgical endeavors to cases of younger 
babies, inside the womb and not out of it, 
he wouldn’t today be labeled a serial killer. 
He’d be called a medical provider. 

Ohden can be thankful she never crossed 
the path of Gosnell, a man who’d sever ba- 
bies’ spines with scissors when they were 
born alive during “botched” abortions. It’s 
nonetheless a miracle that she survived 
what she did. The National Catholic Reg- 
ister related her story last year: 


Beginning Aug. 24, 1977, for five 
consecutive days, medics in a hospi- 
tal in Iowa tried to kill Melissa Ohden. 

But she was not born yet. She was 
31 weeks into gestation when a doc- 
tor drained the amniotic fluid from 
her mother’s uterus and replaced it 
with saline solution. Within 48 hours 
he calculated the caustic fluid would 
burn her skin, incinerate her lungs 
and eventually cause her heart to 
stop. Dead, her corpse would mis- 
carry onto the delivery table and be 
trashed as an abortion statistic. 

But the procedure failed. Still 
within her mother’s womb after two 
days, a Pitocin drip was introduced to 
induce labor, and Melissa was deliv- 
ered five days later. Suffering acute 
respiratory distress and weighing a 
mere 2 pounds 14.5 ounces, she still 
managed “a spontaneous weak cry.” 
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... Rather than abandoning her to die, 
a compassionate nurse nearby rushed 
her to the neonatal intensive care 
unit, where she was treated for severe 
medical complications. Two months 
later, she was welcomed into the lov- 
ing arms of her adoptive parents and 
carried back to their home in Iowa. 


While compassionate nurses still are com- 
mon, not all “unviable tissue masses” are 
as lucky as Ohden. Just consider a heart- 
rending story told by Caren Ni hAllachain, 
an ex-nurse whose testimony appears at the 
SAVE the 8th website, which was devoted 
to the failed attempt to prevent the legaliza- 
tion of abortion in Ireland. As SAVE the 8th 
relates, quoting Ni hAllachain: 


“T was an agency nurse in Sydney 
Australia in the early 90s and I was on 
a ward one night when a woman had 
come in for an abortion. She was 22 
weeks pregnant and had been told her 
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baby had a chromosomal abnormality. 
I went into the sluice room and I saw 
the baby, a 22 week old baby boy, in 
a kidney dish in at the sink where all 
the clinical waste was flushed. He was 
small but he was perfect. You could 
see his toes, his hands, he seemed like 
he had blond hair. He was the full size 
of the kidney dish and he was alive. I 
could see the rise and fall of his chest, 
he was breathing,” she said. 

“T was a young nurse and I did not 
know what to do. Because this was 
an abortion I wasn’t allowed to inter- 
vene, I couldn’t get help for the baby, 
I couldn’t hold him or comfort him, 
or get oxygen for him or ask anyone 
to help him live. To see that baby try- 
ing to breathe, and nobody helping 
him, was so distressing and it will 
haunt me for the rest of my life,” said 
Ms Ni hAllachain.... “I never want 
any nurse to see the heart-breaking 
reality that I saw.” 
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Unviable tissue mass? Marked for death, Melissa Ohden survived a “botched” abortion. This 


means that she wouldn’t be here today had the “doctor” been a more efficient killer. Look at her 


and then ask: What do you call the elimination of such a being? Choice? Or murder? 
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The heartbreaking reality she saw was 
that it is kids killed by abortion, not just 
clumps of cells, a truth that even legisla- 
tors admit to — sort of. 

Just consider how someone who kills 
a pregnant woman can be charged with 
double homicide. The National Confer- 
ence of State Legislatures (NCSL) tells us 
that, currently, “at least 38 states have fetal 
homicide laws.” There is also the Unborn 
Victims of Violence Act of 2004, federal 
legislation recognizing “that when a crimi- 
nal attacks a pregnant woman, and injures 
or kills both her and her unborn child, he 
has claimed two human victims,” explains 
the National Right to Life Committee. 

The aforementioned legislation reflects 
the assumption that at issue here isn’t just 
the “woman’s body” — as “pro-choice” 
activists claim — but a body within her 
body. You can’t have two homicides with- 
out two victims. 

Now consider the schizophrenic law 
in Pennsylvania, where Gosnell plied his 
dark trade. As the NCSL informs, Penn- 
sylvania statutes “define crimes against 
an unborn child, including criminal hom- 
icide, murder, voluntary manslaughter, 
and aggravated assault of an unborn child. 
Unborn child is defined ... to mean an in- 
dividual organism of the species Homo sa- 
piens from fertilization until live birth.” So 
how is abortion legal in Pennsylvania? Do 
a medical degree and proper instruments 
somehow alter a child’s humanness? 

Then there’s New Hampshire law, 
which dictates that a “fetus” can be a vic- 
tim of crime after 20 weeks of gestation. 
Yet reports the NCSL, “This does not 
apply to ‘any act committed by the preg- 
nant woman’ or ‘at the request or direc- 
tion of the pregnant woman or for the ben- 
efit of the pregnant woman,’ nor does it 
apply to actions by a medical professional 
in the course of ... professional duties.’” 
So a layman killing a 20-week-old baby 


A father who doesn't want a 
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House of horrors: This is where Dr. Kermit Gosnell, the infamous abortionist whose sordid story 
is now on the silver screen, was allowed to operate not just outside morality but beyond the law. 
And because he killed babies just a little too late, he’s currently in prison for life. 


is murder, but a doctor killing one, at the 
mother’s request, is medicine? 

Then, too, a father who doesn’t want a 
child cannot harm it in the womb without 
penalty, but a mother can. Case in point: 
45-year-old Wisconsinite Manishkumar 
Patel was sentenced in October to 22 years 
in prison for putting an abortion-inducing 
drug in his girlfriend’s drink. 

So what’s the logic? You can kill a 
child, who then somehow is not a child, if 
he’s in the right (wrong?) place at the right 
(wrong?) time, if you’re a professional 
doing it professionally, if you’re a mother 
and not a father. The baby is human until 
the mother within the context of the law of 
the particular state says he’s not, at which 
point he becomes an “it” and just a clump 
of cells, which, just may happen to look 
exactly like a baby breathing in a kidney 
dish. It’s dizzying. 

Of course, dishonesty is inherent in 
this debate. Abortion’s proponents used to 
argue that there was a question as to when 


child cannot harm it in 
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life begins; they also muddied the waters 
with talk of when the “clump of cells” be- 
comes human. The first point — the life/ 
non-life argument — isn’t even remotely 
serious. Even bacteria are correctly recog- 
nized as living organisms, never mind an 
embryo, to use popular terminology. As 
for “becoming human,” how is it that an 
intrauterine entity is not a child one day, 
but at a certain second of a certain day of 
a certain week, it magically becomes one, 
and that day is not the day of conception? 

How does this humanizing transforma- 
tion take place? 

This is never explained because actually 
examining the matter risks revealing the 
truth. This is that abortion law and many of 
the attitudes shaping it reflect rationalization, 
a desire to fool ourselves about what we’re 
actually doing. Philosopher G.K. Chesterton 
might have been alluding to this when writ- 
ing in 1932, “Let all the babies be born. Then 
let us drown those we do not like.” 

Not only is it pretty hard to dislike a new- 
born, but this practice would also be braver 
and more honest. The ancient Spartans em- 
braced it, mind you, killing babies deemed 
unworthy. In contrast, we want our murder 
clean and unseen, antiseptic and out of the 
way. It reminds me of an old Star Trek epi- 
sode, “A Taste of Armageddon,” in which 
war had been made routine and was con- 
ducted via computer simulation. There’d be 
no bombs, bullets, explosions, rent flesh, or 
bloody scenes, just an attack on a city regis- 
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tered via bits and bytes; the affected people 
from that area would then obediently report 
to “disintegration booths,” where they’d be 
dispatched, quickly, with nary a trace left 
behind. The moral of the story was that 
removing the horror from the horrible per- 
petuates it. 

It’s likewise with abortion. This par- 
tially explains efforts to ban the public 
display (by protesters) of images of its 
victims. As the saying goes, “A picture is 
worth a thousand words” — in this case, of 
Truth — and it’s hard to rationalize away 
a dead body. 

But as we gradually numb our con- 
sciences and descend further into the cul- 
ture of death, some have even advocated 
killing children after birth. Just consider 
that, as I reported in January, a “Univer- 
sity of Knoxville student recently said it 
was Okay to kill young children who can’t 
communicate. He’s not alone, either. Two 
‘philosophers’ justified ‘after-birth abor- 
tion’ in 2012. The next year students at 
George Mason University signed a peti- 
tion to legalize the practice.” 

Though eyebrow-raising, there is a per- 
verse consistency to this. Think back to 
my question about what month, week, day, 
hour, minute, and second after conception 
the entity within the womb could suddenly 
become human. Well, it works the other 
way, too. Upon accepting that a child can 
be killed one second of one minute of one 
hour of one day of one week, why not 
the next second? And the next? Follow 
it out, and eventually you drop the pre- 
tense and start murdering grown people 
you deem inconvenient or “useless eaters” 
(a la Joseph Stalin or Hitler). It’ll just be 
an extreme late-term abortion, you see — 
maybe in the 117th trimester. Forbidding 
late-term killing is not principle but pref- 
erence. It’s not a reasoned position but an 
arbitrary emotional one. 

Likewise, there is nothing about unborn 
status, being on the wrong side of the birth 
canal, that renders a baby more kill-wor- 
thy. All it does is make the act more palat- 
able emotionally, with the child being to 
an extent out of sight, out of mind. But as 
Dr. Seuss put it, “A person’s a person, no 
matter how small” — and no matter how 
unseen. And if we can kill a small one, we 
can kill a larger one, too. 

Apropos to this, note that a tiny Brit- 
ish baby, the weight of a can of Coke and 
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smaller than his father’s hand, was deliv- 
ered via emergency C-section March 15 
after 26 weeks, five days gestation. The 
boy had stopped growing at 19 weeks, 
and doctors gave him little chance; in fact, 
they offered the parents, Jay Taylor and 
his wife, Katie, a “termination.” But the 
couple chose life and the boy fought for 
it, and he recovered. Little Theo Taylor is 
now known as Britain’s smallest surviving 
baby boy and is home — and the doctors 
now expect no further complications. 

But many babies larger — much larger 
— than Theo have not been so fortunate. 
Just consider the case of “Dr.” Douglas 
Karpen, who runs three Texas prenatal- 
infanticide centers. In 2012, four women 
came forward to report how Karpen regu- 
larly engages in illegal and barbaric prac- 
tices. Three of the women appear in an 
interview, posted on YouTube by pro-life 
organization Life Dynamics, Inc., in which 
they relate their experiences working at 
Karpen’s Aaron Women’s Center in Hous- 
ton. The heart-wrenching video is entitled 
“Abortion Clinic Employees — ‘Babies 
born alive daily,” and what follows are 


parts of their testimonials. I’m relating 
much of what they said verbatim (including 
stammering, etc.) because it best conveys 
their words’ emotion. 

Reporting that babies would be born 
alive and then murdered “every morning,” 


former Aaron Clinic worker Deborah Edge 
said, “If we had ... 20-something patients, 
of course, maybe 10 or 12 or 13 or 15 pa- 
tients would be ‘large procedures.’ And out 
of those large procedures, I’m pretty sure 
I was seeing at least three to four fetus[es] 
that were completely delivered in some 
way or another.” She stated that Karpen 
(though neither he nor the clinic are iden- 
tified in the video) committed these mur- 
ders by snipping the spinal cord, jamming 
a dilator into the head’s soft spot, or, said 
Edge, “actually twisting the head off the 
neck, kind of with his own bare hands.” 
A colleague of hers, Krystal Rodriguez, 
chimed in and mentioned that the doctor 
would also sometimes force an instrument 
up through the stomach and then twist it. 
The third woman, Gigi Aguilar, recalled 
an incident where Karpen believed a baby 
was dead. But they learned that the abortion 
was “botched” because the child opened his 
eyes and grabbed the doctor’s finger. Un- 
moved, Karpen killed the baby, anyway. 

More gruesome still, Edge mentioned 
that some babies were so large that they’d 
have to be torn from the womb “piece by 
piece.” “I’m talking about the whole floor 
dirty,” she said. “I’m talking about me 
drenched in blood.” 

Also stating that Karpen “would do 
abortions way over 24 weeks,” Edge’s 
most wrenching testimony concerned the 


Rapier mind and heart of gold: Quite the prognosticator, G.K. Chesterton not only foresaw our 
current sexual libertinism, he also predicted there'd come a day when smoking a cigar would be 
considered more offensive than abortion. That day is today. 
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“Two ‘philosophers’ justified ‘after-birth abortion’ in 
2012. The next year students at George Mason 
University signed a petition to legalize the practice.” 


fate of breech babies. She said (her re- 
counting of this was truly jarring), “Their 
toes would be moving; you could see the 
fetus’ toes moving.” Then Karpen would 
insert large forceps to yank the baby out 
and, Edge continued: 


I remember — I-I-I have a visual, all 
the time I always remember this; it’s 


member clearly, every time he u-used 
that, that, that instrument, I remember 
those little toes [as she splayed out 
her hands], you know, opening wide. 
It was, it was a sad picture. I normally 
would turn around, kinda’ just hold 
and, you know, just turn around till he 
was finished. 


very disturbing to me.... He would 
hold the fetus by the feet and kinda’ 
pull down and insert the, the claws; 


And according to Edge, Karpen’s malprac- 
tice also extended to butchering grown 
women. As she put it: 


and when he would squeeze them, you 
can see that, that baby’s toes spread 
open [reacting to the pain]. And I 
would always say “Oh, my good- 
ness”; you know, and people say that 
these, that they don’t “feel.” Well, 
if they didn’t feel, why would their 
toes, you know, you know, their toes 
would be out hanging, kinda’ like in 
a “What’s goin’ on?” you know, you 
know, “Wh-where am I going?” And 
I remember [she said sighing], I re- 


There’s a lot of things. I mean, from 
... these botched abortions that he 
was doing, to hurting the patients on 
the table, to causing some kind of 
major problem with the woman’s — 
ripping a uterus and not letting the 
patients know; trying to stitch them 
back together and send[ing] them 
home with the package of gauze. 
And then they come back tomor- 
row so you can pull it out. But never 


Seeing is believing: Many a baby’s life has been saved by the ultrasound. Knowing this, 
abortionists often won’t let pregnant women see an ultrasound or even hear their baby’s 


heartbeat — it’s bad for business. 
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telling the woman, “You know, hey, 
I ripped your cervix.... You need to 
get that looked at.” He would never 
tell the woman.... The women who 
go there have no idea what they’re 
getting themselves into. 


While Karpen’s case was essentially swept 
under the rug during the Obama administra- 
tion years, it was reported in May that he 
was under FBI investigation. Meanwhile, 
the Aaron Women’s Center is still open. Its 
very professional website boasts prominent- 
ly on its homepage, “It’s all about you...” 

Maybe this is true, too, in a way, re- 
flecting a self-centered age in which the 
god of “Me” reigns. Abortion is supposed 
to be a “right,” a “reproductive choice” 
often made out of personal convenience. 
Then there’s the personal motivation 
called greed, which Edge and Rodriguez 
said motivates Karpen. Edge reported that 
killing a large baby would bring $4,000 
to $5,000; Rodriguez chimed in, “As long 
as the patients had the cash, he was going 
to do it [the abortion] past the 25 weeks.” 

One could also wonder, however, how 
many of these abortionists are homicidally 
inclined sociopaths (people without con- 
sciences), ala Jeffrey Dahmer, Ted Bundy, 
and John Wayne Gacy. Note here that Gos- 
nell would keep babies’ body parts in jars, 
like a serial killer collecting “trophies” 
from his victims. 

Yet because such soulless souls are 
in the minority — and because the truth 
will out — abortion is, in a way, often a 
double homicide. For the mother tends to 
die, inside, with the child she kills. Just 
ask Brianna Sharbaugh, who has worked 
at crisis pregnancy centers for more than 
a decade and has counseled hundreds of 
post-abortive women. Reporting that the 
abortion often affects the rest of their 
lives, she wrote in 2015 at PJ Media of 
the case that had the greatest impact on 
her: that of her friend Maggie (not the 
woman’s real name). 

After being coerced by her parents into 
abortion at age 14, Maggie’s “grades in 
school plummeted and she began pur- 
suing destructive relationships,” wrote 
Sharbaugh. The girl got pregnant again at 
16, and then ran away from home, fear- 
ing her mother would demand another 
abortion. Maggie eventually righted the 
ship somewhat, and six years later mar- 
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ried a man who loved her and her son, 
and they had a daughter together. 

Yet there was a persistent anger within. 
As Maggie “worked through counseling 
(over a decade after her abortion) she rec- 
ognized that the anger was always direct- 
ed toward her children,” wrote Sharbaugh. 
“She realized that every time she looked 
at her two living children, she was always 
thinking about the one child she never 
got to meet. She could not stop thinking 
about her third child, and the regret of her 
abortion was impacting her parenting de- 
cisions every day.” 

So it was with “Laura” as well. Many 
years after she killed her unborn baby, 
she found herself married with three chil- 
dren but struggling with depression every 
December. “Laura could only think of 
the fourth child she wouldn’t be buying 
Christmas presents for,” related Shar- 
baugh. “Every holiday was as difficult as 
Christmas as she struggled with grief,” she 
continued. “Special anniversaries were a 
struggle as well, remembering what the 
spring air smelled like the day she had her 
abortion, knowing the day her child would 
have celebrated each birthday, kindergarten 
graduation — they all reminded her of the 
hole in her life ... the hole put in her life be- 
cause of her decision to have an abortion.” 


The Little Tell-tale Heart 
At the spectrum’s other end are women 
confronted by reality “in time.” One is 
actress Tess Watley, who plays character 
Viola Brown in the new film about Amer- 
ica’s most infamous abortionist, entitled 
Gosnell: The Trial of America’s Biggest 
Serial Killer. Watley explained in an in- 
terview that she has a deeply personal con- 
nection to the movie: In her younger days, 
she was actually at an abortion center on a 
table waiting for the “procedure.” Then a 
nurse did something she wasn’t supposed 
to do: She let Watley hear her baby’s heart. 
The nurse then left the room for a spell. 
As Watley lay there for a few minutes, wait- 
ing, she started weeping. “I ... decided it 
was something I couldn’t do,” she said in 
the interview. “I couldn’t kill my baby.” She 
then pleaded with women not to kill theirs. 
“My son has been so much joy to me.... 
When I look at him, I just can’t believe that 
I was going to kill somebody so precious 
that’s a whole generation of me,” Watley 
said about her now six-year-old boy, as she 
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Callous killing: Despite ex-workers’ reports that “Dr.” Douglas Karpen regularly killed babies 
born alive, sometimes by “twisting the head off the neck ... with his own bare hands,” his Aaron 
Women’s Center in Houston is still open. Its website states, “It’s all about you.” Perhaps — it’s 


certainly not about the babies. 


began breaking down in tears. “And I’m so 
thankful to that nurse for giving me the op- 
portunity to change my mind and have my 
baby. And it’s been such a joy.... There’s 
days I just lay in bed and watch him sleep; 
I’m so happy to have him. So if you have 
that opportunity, don’t kill your baby.” 

Then there’s, well, that seeing is believ- 
ing. LifeNews.com reported in 2013 that 
up to 78 percent of women who view an 
ultrasound of their babies choose not to un- 
dergo an abortion. The site also quoted pro- 
life author Randy Alcorn, who recounted 
stories related to him by pregnancy center 
workers. One concerned a woman with 
child after a rape who was considering 
abortion. She said of her baby after seeing 
the ultrasound, LifeNews.com tells us: 


She was blinking. She was just hang- 
ing out, looking around, sucking on 
her thumb.... It was so realistic, so 
lifelike. It looks like you can just reach 
right in there and pick up the baby. 

I know they have a heartbeat at 4 
to 6 weeks, but it still doesn’t feel as 
real to you until you see a human. It 
amazed me. 


Thus does the abortion industry try to hide 
the truth. As LifeNews.com also informs, 
“Numerous former abortion providers 
have attested to this, including Dr. Joseph 
Randall, who was quoted saying: ‘They 


[the women] are never allowed to look 
at the ultrasound because we knew that if 
they so much as heard the heart beat, they 
wouldn’t want to have an abortion.” 

Ofcourse. For what seeing an ultrasound 
or hearing a heartbeat does is present the 
stark humanity of dehumanized humans. 
Abortion-clinic workers will not refer to 
“the baby” but to “a clump of cells,” the 
“contents of the uterus,” “the pregnancy,” 
or the “products of conception” precisely 
because, whether genocide or some other 
horror, a prerequisite for treating people 
as subhuman is portraying them as such. 

Then there’s the interesting parallel 
drawn by Michael Pakaluk, a philosophy 
professor at The Catholic University of 
America, in his essay “Questions for Pro- 
Choice People.” Asking, “Does the fol- 
lowing seem to you a reasonable statement 
of the pro-choice view?” he wrote: 


If each person will only agree to mind 
his own business, and leave his neigh- 
bors alone, there will be peace forever 
between us.... I am now speaking of 
rights under the constitution [sic], and 
not of moral or religious rights... It is 
for women to decide ... the moral and 
religious right of the abortion ques- 
tion for themselves within their own 
limits.... I repeat that the principle is 
the right of each woman to decide this 
abortion question for herself, to have 
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Haunted forevermore: Post-abortive women often carry deep psychological scars, knowing in 
their hearts that they killed their babies. How would you feel after murdering your own child? 
That’s just how you may feel after an abortion. 


an abortion or not, as she chooses, and 
it does not become a pro-lifer, or any- 
body else, to tell her she has no con- 
science, that she is living in a state of 
iniquity.... We have enough objects of 
charity at home, and it is our duty to 
take care of our own poor, and our own 
suffering, before we go abroad to inter- 
meddle with other people’s business. 


Pakaluk then explains how he formulated 
the above argument, stating, “I arrived at 
that quotation by taking one of [antebel- 
lum politician] Stephen Douglas’s defens- 
es of slavery, and substituting ‘abortion’ 
for ‘slavery’; ‘woman’ for ‘state’; and ‘a 
pro-lifer’ for ‘Mr. Lincoln.’” He then a 
little later asked “pro-choice” proponents, 
“Doesn’t the similarity between your de- 
fense of abortion, and Douglas’ defense 
of slavery, bother you in any way? Does 
it raise in your mind any suspicions at all 
that you might just be on the wrong side?” 

It should — except that abortion advo- 
cacy is so often driven by the flesh, not 
philosophy. Chesterton predicted in 1926 
that the “next great heresy is going to be 
simply an attack on morality; and espe- 
cially on sexual morality.” The degrada- 
tion is today all around us, and abortion 
advocacy is largely driven by a desire to 
avoid the consequences of sexual liber- 
tinism. As for the attack upon morality 
itself, consider that MSNBC host Melissa 
Harris-Perry, Ph.D., actually said of pre- 
natal infanticide on a 2013 edition of her 


erstwhile weekend show, “When does life 
begin? I submit the answer depends an 
awful lot on the feeling of the parents — a 
powerful feeling, but not science.” 

First note that it’s not the feelings of 
“parents” because the father has no say 
under law. Yet what of the notion that an 
objective reality such as when life begins 
is not objective but subject to “feelings”? 
At issue certainly is self-deification (“I will 
it, so it is so”) and the spoiled-brat mental- 
ity stating, like a child, this is the way it 
is “just because.” However, such irrational 
statements would be impossible had we not 
long ago embraced atheism and its correla- 
tive relativism — which has swept the West 
— and which makes, ultimately, everything 
relative to oneself. Were the world’s Perrys 
smarter, more intellectually honest, and per- 
haps even a bit more soulless, they’d take 
their thinking to its logical conclusion, drop 
the pretense, and simply embrace occultist 
Aleister Crowley’s maxim, “Do what thou 
wilt shall be the whole of the law.” 

Virtually nobody accepts this, though, 
which is why most can be reached. One man 
apparently adept at doing so is founder and 
CEO of Living Wa- 
ters evangelism- 
resource organiza- 
tion, Ray Comfort. 
In his video /80, 
he shows footage 
of WWIlI-era Ger- 
man citizens being 
marched through a 
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Nazi death camp by Allied forces; going in 
and not knowing what awaited them, they 
were lighthearted. 

Coming out, there were long faces and 
weeping. 

Comfort says that people today should 
likewise go into abortion centers and see 
the reality of what they may be support- 
ing (or, at least, take another walk through 
this essay). He also points out about the 
“woman’s choice” argument that killing 
people as Adolf Hitler did was his choice; 
it was “legal,” after all, and the victims 
were like many unborn babies in that they 
were deemed subhuman and inconve- 
nient. Comfort then presents a sentence 
for those supporting prenatal infanticide 
to finish, one that has made people think 
and, he says, changed some minds. To wit: 
“Tt’s okay to kill a baby in the womb when 

.” Can you fill in that blank? 

If you can’t, tomorrow’s Melissa 
Ohdens will thank you. Speaking of 
which, Ohden has reconnected with one 
of the nurses who cared for her in the neo- 
natal intensive care unit. In addition, she 
finally met her birth mother, who didn’t 
know she was alive and was wracked with 
guilt. Ohden also runs a non-profit organ- 
ization, the Abortion Survivors Network, 
aside from tending to her greatest calling: 
helping her husband raise their two kids. 

So because of her survival and actions, 
her children’s children and their children 
and all their descendants may, hopefully, 
live and breathe the culture of life till the 
end of time. My, it’s amazing what an un- 
viable tissue mass can do. Ml 


What You Can Do 

Readers are urged to either give this issue to 
pregnant girls or pro-abortion women or use 
it to frame a persuasive talk that can be given 
to others. As a reminder, there are many health 
centers that do low-cost or no-cost mother- 
child wellness checkups, provide ultrasounds 
for expectant mothers, and help to offset the 
costs of taking care of infants. 
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Congressman Thomas Massie (R-Ky.), with 
one of the top “Freedom Index” scores, 
shows Birchers his congressional voting 
card, joking that it was declined for already 
having $21 trillion on it. 


touted Society successes. 


by Alex Newman 


PPLETON, WISCONSIN — 
A Some of America’s most prin- 
cipled lawmakers at the state and 
federal level told activists here that liberty 
is in danger, but the fight is not over and 
there are signs of hope. One of the key 
problems that they all agreed on is that the 
Constitution that every American legisla- 
tor swears an oath to uphold is not actually 
being obeyed. That has allowed all sorts of 
major problems to emerge, ranging from a 
federal debt tsunami that threatens to en- 
gulf the nation in crisis to the ongoing ero- 
sion of fundamental God-given liberties 
and the Christian foundations of America. 
But it was not all bad news. In fact, some 
of the speakers at the John Birch Society’s 
October 5-6 event argued that while lib- 
erty is not yet safe, it is on the march. 
In his keynote speech, which had the 
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Along with acknowledging dangers the country faces, s 


crowd roaring with laughter, Representa- 
tive Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) talked about 
his experiences in Congress and his ef- 
forts to protect the Constitution. Show- 
ing the audience his congressional voting 
card, he said it belonged to the people he 
represents in Kentucky. In a bit of light- 
hearted humor, Massie joked that he once 
accidentally handed the card to a waitress 
at a restaurant, only to be told that it was 
declined. When he asked why it was de- 
clined, the response was hilarious and yet 
tragic at the same time: “Sir, it already 
has $21 trillion on it.” In all seriousness, 
though, the congressman warned that the 
ongoing spending spree was now a threat 
not just to grandchildren and children — 
but to the current generation of adults. 

In fact, while everybody was focused on 
the Kavanaugh fight, Congress passed yet 
another massive spending bill that continues 
to bury the nation in debt that will be impos- 


peakers at the JBS anniversary 


sible to repay. This one, dubbed a “Cromni- 
bus,” authorizes nearly $1 trillion in spend- 
ing. Among the poison contained inside: 
full funding for abortion giant Planned Par- 
enthood, which Republicans perpetually 
promise to defund and yet never do. Almost 
all Democrats and the overwhelming ma- 
jority of Republicans voted in favor of the 
bill, which is packed full of unconstitution- 
al spending on unconstitutional programs. 
Massie also related how Congress passed 
another bill while America was distracted 
with Kavanaugh, this one disguised as “an- 
ti-sex trafficking” legislation, that would 
allow the government to spy on Americans 
without a warrant. 

But at least some lawmakers, very much 
including Massie, are fighting back. One of 
the bills he introduced aimed at restoring 
constitutional balance is H.R. 899 to shut- 
ter the U.S. Department of Education. His 
inspiration for introducing the bill, he said, 
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was a barrage of phone calls urging him 
to vote against the confirmation of Betsy 
DeVos as education secretary. Of course, 
members of the House have no say in the 
matter. But in response, he decided that a 
bill to eliminate her job should satisfy his 
more liberal constituents, whom he asked: 
“Do you really want the Trump adminis- 
tration deciding how or what your children 
will learn at school?” Liberals did not know 
what to make of the proposal, he said, draw- 
ing laughter and applause from the crowd. 

Amid the school shootings exploited by 
anti-freedom activists to push “common- 
sense gun control” — a concept Massie 
ridiculed as an oxymoron — the congress- 
man, who leads the “Second Amendment 
Caucus” (hilariously, the only grouping 
with no registration of members!) has also 
sought to end “gun free school zones.” Al- 
most 98 percent of mass shootings happen 
in such zones, Massie said. “Why would 
you want to put that kind of a target on 
your children?” he wondered, saying the 
disastrous policy must be repealed. 

Since the retirement of Congressman 
Ron Paul (R-Texas), who was the keynote 
speaker at the JBS 50th anniversary and 
educated millions worldwide about free- 
dom and sound money, Massie has become 
one of the liberty movement’s most widely 
respected lawmakers. Indeed, Massie has 
taken up many of Dr. Paul’s causes in 
Congress, ranging from getting the US. 
government out of the United Nations to 
reining in the federal government’s un- 
constitutional activities. With a 99-percent 
score, Massie is one of the top-rated con- 
gressmen on THE NEW AMERICAN maga- 
zine’s “Freedom Index,” which ranks every 
member of Congress based on the consti- 
tutionality of his voting record. He praised 
the Freedom Index as being far more useful 
than those put out by other organizations, 
partly because TNA — “the real news,” 
as he put it — does not warn lawmakers in 
advance about what votes will be scored. 
He also said activists are known to use the 
Index at town hall meetings to expose the 
voting records of congressmen who violate 
their oath to the Constitution. 

Another lawmaker known as a leader 
in the liberty movement who spoke at 
the event, Representative Matt Shea of 
Washington State, told the audience about 
the importance of protecting America’s 
Christian heritage if freedom is to survive. 
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“It’s important that we remember we’re a 
Christian nation,” Shea said, quoting a wide 
range of historical figures including John 
Winthrop, Sir William Blackstone, vari- 
ous Founders, and even the U.S. Supreme 
Court, who all said clearly and unambigu- 
ously that America was a Christian nation 
and that Americans were a Christian peo- 
ple. “That is our identity folks. That is what 
we need to be fighting for,” he said. “We 
cannot cede this ground anymore.” Citing 
a Communist Chinese investigation, he 
noted that even Beijing understood that it 
was Christianity that made America great. 

There is a lot to be concerned about at 
the moment, though, Shea said. Among 
other examples, he cited spiritual apathy, 
the engineered decline of faith in America, 
the expansion of the Muslim Brotherhood 
across the West, the globalist effort to un- 
dermine nationhood and self-government, 
and much more. Billionaire George Soros, 
he said, is a key financier of what Shea 
described as the “globalist 5th column” 
working to undermine America. The situ- 
ation has now become so bad that while 
Ukrainians tear down a statue of mass- 
murdering communist dictator Vladimir 
Lenin and put up a cross in its place, parts 
of America now tear down crosses as stat- 
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ues of Lenin go up. Shea even showed a 
picture of a Lenin statue erected in Seattle. 

The Washington State House Repub- 
lican Caucus leader also pointed to what 
he described as the “Red-Green Axis” na- 
tionally — a well-documented alliance be- 
tween Islamists and Marxists in the effort 
to destroy Western Christian civilization 
and America in particular. He showed that 
the Muslim Brotherhood’s tentacles were 
spread across America and beyond via 
front groups, mosques owned by entities 
it controls, terror groups such as Hamas, 
and more. He also showed the network’s 
own documents proving that the agenda 
was to destroy Western civilization. And 
he showed that the Council on American- 
Islamic Relations (CAIR), a self-styled 
“civil rights” group, is a front for the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood, as established in official 
documents. Both the Muslim Brotherhood 
and the communist movement share the 
goal of bringing down America and free- 
dom, Shea showed, even documenting 
collaboration in the effort. 

But there is good news, too — and 
Shea expressed confidence that Ameri- 
cans could reclaim their country and their 
liberties. “Insanity continues, until it hits 
a brick wall, and The John Birch Society 


Thomas 
Massie 


Swamp swimmer: In an exclusive interview with THE New American, Representative Thomas 
Massie blasted the “Deep Swamp” in Washington, D.C., and urged Americans to get involved 

if they want to rein in Congress. Massie and a few other representatives have a video series 
available online entitled The Swamp that exposes “what happens behind the scenes in Congress.” 


19 


POLITICS 


On an Americanist mission: Representative Matt Shea, who leads the Washington State House 
GOP Caucus, explained at the JBS 60th that Marxists and Islamists from the Muslim Brotherhood 
are working together to bring down America. Of course, he presented evidence of this. 


is that brick wall,” Shea explained. “I’ve 
seen a lot of organizations come and go, 
but an organization that can last 60 years 
without being infiltrated, without compro- 
mising its principles, that is the organiza- 
tion you want to belong to.... The beacon 
of freedom around the world is the United 
States, and The John Birch Society is the 
beacon of freedom for the United States.” 
The Society, he said, is the “preeminent 
organization in the world fighting for 
freedom and liberty.” Plus, “it has always 
been a small group of patriots that have 
kept that candle of liberty burning for the 
next generation,” he added. 

In his area, local activists recently gave 
gift subscriptions to THE NEw AMERICAN 
to 137 people. They were also able to sell 
out all tickets two weeks in advance to an 
upcoming event. But the fight must go on. 
Going forward, Shea urged the young peo- 
ple in the room to consider entrepreneur- 
ship and careers in media. He also called 
on everyone to read THE NEw AMERICAN 
magazine and join LocalActivist.org, an al- 
ternative to Facebook for freedom activists. 
He also advocated going into rural commu- 
nities, homeschooling communities, and 
others in search of more allies to get active 
in the freedom fight. In Washington State, 
lawmakers were able to ban Islamic sharia 
law, sharia courts, and foreign court orders. 
“If we can do it in Washington we can do 
it all over the country,” he said, expressing 
optimism for the future. 
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Also offering insight to the freedom ac- 
tivists was Representative Dorothy Moon 
of Idaho, a longtime Bircher whose hus- 
band serves on the Society’s prestigious 
National Council. Moon has gained a 
reputation nationally as one of the fierc- 
est defenders of property rights, individual 
liberty, and the American Western way of 
life. In her powerful speech, among other 
topics, Representative Moon spoke on how 
state legislators can and should interpose on 
behalf of their constituents to protect the 
Constitution and liberty. She spoke very 
highly of her tough constituents, too. And 
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she gave a great amount of insight into the 
political situation in her home state, which 
is a bright spot amid a sea of demoralizing 
news out of Washington, D.C. 

High on her priority list of issues was 
the ongoing battle over a constitutional 
convention. In her popular speech, she 
shined the light on the Convention of 
States movement’s dirty tricks in Idaho. 
For instance, after receiving a petition 
in favor of a constitutional convention, 
Representative Moon decided to probe a 
little deeper. Incredibly, she noticed that 
some of the signatures on the pro-Con- 
Con petitions were actually Birchers she 
knew personally. So she called them. They 
had never signed such a petition, obvi- 
ously. “Fraudulent,” Moon said. “They 
never signed ’em.” She suggested the 
pro-Con-Con forces were going through 
voting rolls and just adding names to the 
petitions. Moon also celebrated that four 
lead proponents of the Con-Con had now 
lost their seats in the legislature. Key to 
the victory over the Con-Con: a proverbial 
army of JBS members. Across America, 
the Con-Con forces have lost nearly 20 
battles and won zero over the last year. 

In addition to the lawmakers who spoke 
at The John Birch Society’s 60th anniver- 
sary celebration, other speakers included 
JBS Chief Executive Officer Arthur R. 
Thompson, President Emeritus John F. 
McManus, and FreedomProject Academy 
Academic Director Dr. Duke Pesta, among 
others. 
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A woman watching, waiting, and waylaying: Representative Dorothy Moon of Idaho, a defender 
of property rights and individual liberty, praised members of JBS for their role in stopping a new 
constitutional convention, while exposing the dirty tricks and fraud used by the other side. 
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Feminists assert that women only lie about rape about two 
percent of the time — so women should be given the benefit 
of the doubt. However, studies put the lie to that claim. 


by R. Cort Kirkwood 


n October 5, Senator Susan Collins 
() (R-Maine) voted to limit debate on 
the confirmation of U.S. Supreme 
Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh, whom the 
Senate confirmed the next day. Not long 
after the cloture vote, the group dubbed 
Women’s March, a fanatical feminist pha- 
lanx led by Muslim terror apologist Linda 
Sarsour, offered its opinion: “This is who @ 
SenatorCollins is ... RAPE APOLOGIST.” 
Tweeted Sarsour, whose tolerant coreli- 
gionists in the Middle East punish a rape 
victim for dishonoring the family unless 
she can produce four Muslim men as 
witnesses, “Senator Susan Collins is the 
mother & grandmother of white women 
in America who gave us a Donald Trump 
presidency. The 53%. She is a disgrace & 
her legacy will be that she was a traitor 
to women and marginalized communities. 
History will not treat her kindly.” 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


— 


Before that, Sarsour tweeted that be- 
cause Collins is white, she just ought to 
shut up. “A white woman Senator is talk- 
ing about presumption of innocence that 
is never offered to Black men in America. 
You are watching white supremacy live on 
the Senate Floor.” 

How “white women,” meaning race, 
is connected to this we are not given to 
know. We do know that Christine Blasey 
Ford was every bit the member of the 
“white elite” in high school as Kavanaugh, 
the man she accused, with zero evidence, 
of attempted rape. 

But Collins was not the Lone Ranger. 
Women’s March also called Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee Chairman Chuck Grass- 
ley and the rest of the Republicans on the 
committee “rape apologists.” 

The sisterhood’s point? Disagreement 
with a woman is forbidden. Questioning 
a “survivor” is forbidden. Any doubts are 
forbidden. We must “believe women” and 
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Consequence of integrity: The group 
Women’s March called Senator Susan Collins, 
the Maine Republican, a “rape apologist” 
because she voted for Brett Kavanaugh to join 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 


“women must be heard.” 

But must we really “believe women” 
unconditionally, without reservation, when 
they cry rape? Leftist civil libertarian Alan 
Dershowitz, the Harvard lawyer who de- 
fended O.J. Simpson, says no. Claims such 
as those against Kavanaugh, he said, must 
be investigated, not simply “believed.” 

“T think it’s so important to investigate 
that because if it turns out that was made 
up,” he said on Fox & Friends, “it puts the 
lie to the notion that you should believe all 
victims, that no women ever lie, that noth- 
ing’s ever made up.” Dershowitz was furi- 
ous when it initially appeared that Kava- 
naugh might have to testify in committee 
before his main accuser, Christine Blasey 
Ford. He told Breitbart’s radio program, 
News Daily: “[Ford] should testify first, 
make the accusation, lay it out, and then 
[Kavanaugh] should be asked to respond.” 

But the Democratic lawyer’s main point 
was reserved for the media lynch mob that 
had, within minutes of Ford’s foggy accu- 
sation, declared Kavanaugh guilty: “The 
presumption of innocence,” he said, “still 
has to apply.” 

Notwithstanding the claims of the anti- 
Kavanaugh women and their leftist sup- 
porters, who targeted the judge with a sus- 
piciously timed cascade of allegations that 
escalated in absurdity, the simple truth is 
this: Recent history shows that women do 
lie about rape. And frequently so. 


College Campuses 
Some of the most egregious and devastat- 
ing liars are college women. 

In August, 20-year-old Nikki Yovino, a 
student at Sacred Heart University, landed 
a three-year prison term for falsely claim- 
ing two football players raped her. Why 
did she lie? “She admitted that she made 
up the allegation ... because it was the first 
thing that came to mind and she didn’t 
want to lose [another male student] as a 
friend and potential boyfriend,” the affida- 
vit for her arrest warrant stated. “She stat- 
ed that she believed when [the potential 
boyfriend] heard the allegation it would 
make him angry and sympathetic to her.” 
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preiidlay a cushion for lies: Emma Sulkowicz (right) organized a smear campaign against 
a fellow student she falsely accused of rape. The man sued Columbia University because it 
permitted and even encouraged the woman’s smear campaign. The university settled with him. 


A more amazing rape lie, one still 
peddled by the “victim,” came from one 
Emma Sulkowicz at Columbia University 
in 2013. But Sulkowicz went beyond just 
lying about a lubricious tryst in which 
she happily participated. After the police 
and the university exonerated the young 
man, Sulkowicz, who bills herself as a 
“performance artist,” began toting a mat- 
tress around campus to express the awful 
“weight” she carried on her shoulders as a 
rape “survivor.” The sophomoric faculty 
at Columbia permitted her to submit a 
write-up of this ridiculous stunt, Mattress 
Performance (Carry That Weight), as her 
senior thesis. Sulkowicz actually hauled 
the mattress across the stage at graduation. 

Meanwhile, Sulkowicz and her support- 
ers waged a campaign of shunning and 
harassment that included students show- 
ing up in the accused man’s classes and 
staring at or photographing him. As the 
New York Times put it, he “found himself 
alternately hounded and ostracized, and 
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condemned at a campus rally and on fli- 
ers posted around campus.” He sued, and 
Columbia settled in 2017, reiterating in the 
settlement that he did not rape Sulkowicz. 

Yet even after that, Sulkowicz continued 
to play the victim. Just last year, taxpayer- 
subsidized National Public Radio gave her 
airtime, calling her an “activist and survi- 
vor.” Survivor is another loaded code word 
meaning that a woman cannot be challenged 
about something she said, in this case, rape. 
Of course, Sulkowicz isn’t the survivor. The 
victim of her lie is the survivor. He survived 
a full-scale assault on his character. 

Nor was “Jackie” a “survivor” of gang 
rape at the University of Virginia. Yet 
Rolling Stone passed off Jackie’s lurid 
rape fantasy as gospel — until someone 
asked a few questions and the tale crashed 
and burned like the Hindenburg. 

Jackie’s story surfaced in the leftist 
magazine in 2014 in a long piece by femi- 
nist scribe Sabrina Rubin Erdely. “A Rape 
on Campus” told the story of a university 


where “throngs of toned, tanned and over- 
whelmingly blond students fanned across 
a campus of neoclassical buildings” liv- 
ing and studying in an open environment 
of sexual violence. At a drunken frat party 
one fateful night in 2012, maniacal rapists 
cornered “Jackie” in a room, then threw 
her on a glass coffee table. It shattered, and 
they took turns raping “it” — as the article 
described how one rapist referred to Jackie 
— atop the shards of broken glass. Jackie 
was a broken young women. An associated 
dean responsible for such matters was cal- 
lously indifferent. The university was cal- 
lously indifferent. It was “hiding rape,” as 
the protesters claimed. Enraged students 
hurled rocks at the fraternity house. 
Campus rape hysteria swept the na- 
tion. Thomas Jefferson’s university was a 
“rape school.” Except that not a word of 
the story was true. 

By the time police and the Washington 
Post finished asking questions, one thing 
was Clear: Erdely had written fiction. Roll- 
ing Stone paid nearly $5 million to the 
falsely accused fraternity and the dean ac- 
cused of indifference, then settled a third 
lawsuit for an undisclosed sum with three 
fraternity members who rightly claimed 
the story falsely called them rapists. The 
University of Virginia delivered a scathing 
report that said Erdely and her inquisitors 
at Rolling Stone failed Journalism 101. 

Jackie went unpunished. And she is 
still officially unidentified in the media 
because she was a “victim.” She’s a “sur- 
vivor,” like Mattress Girl. 

Erdely wrote a similarly discredited 
tale about rape in the military in 2006, 
eight years before the artfully crafted fic- 
tion about the University of Virginia, but 
those fictional accounts paled beside an 
even more shocking hoax that transfixed 
the nation. 

A black stripper claimed that a group of 
rich, white lacrosse players at Duke Uni- 
versity raped her after an escort service sent 
her to dance at a party. The nation, again, 
was spellbound as the tale unfolded: Rich, 
privileged white boys raped a poor, black, 
single mom, forced to take off her clothes 
to pay the bills. Such was the “believabil- 
ity” of the story, largely because the media 
have cemented a false, anti-white stereo- 
type in the public’s mind, that even one of 
the defense lawyers thought his client was 
guilty. The New York Times led the media 
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in publishing one story after another repeat- 
edly convicting the accused. Professors at 
the school publicly humiliated them. And 
the prosecutor wouldn’t listen to them. He 
even clapped his hands over his ears when 
one tried to tell his story. That prosecutor, 
Mike Nifong, withheld exculpatory DNA 
evidence and was, in the end, disbarred and 
jailed for prosecutorial misconduct. 

It was another rape lie — from a strip- 
per later convicted of murder. The result? 
Compelled to “believe women,” Duke paid 
millions in damages to the young men. 

Many of these campus stories get legs 
because of the carefully crafted, feminist 
propaganda campaign that universities 
aren’t places of learning, but instead dan- 
gerous hunting grounds where predators 
thrive in a “rape culture.” And that narra- 
tive from the sisterhood — that the young 
man sitting next to a cute freshman is very 
likely a predator — is itself rooted in a 
flatly mendacious statistic: i.e., 25 percent 
of women are raped or nearly raped in col- 
lege. That number has been thoroughly de- 
bunked — much like the myth that women 
earn 77 cents for every dollar a man earns 
— yet “survivors” and “activists” repeat it 
with religious devotion. Indeed, it’s a dog- 
matic teaching of campus feminism. 

Its purpose? To browbeat men — be they 
students or administrators — into accepting 
feminist ideology: gender courses, sensitiv- 
ity training, shame over white male “privi- 
lege,” and, of course, the presumption of 
guilt. That it defies common sense is un- 
important, although common sense is what 
The Manhattan Institute’s Heather Mac 
Donald applied in proving it false without 
even appealing to the real number: 


If the one-in-four statistic is correct 

. campus rape represents a crime 
wave of unprecedented proportions. 
No crime, much less one as serious as 
rape, has a victimization rate remotely 
approaching 20 or 25 percent, even 
over many years. The 2006 violent 
crime rate in Detroit, one of the most 
violent cities in America, was 2,400 
murders, rapes, robberies, and aggra- 
vated assaults per 100,000 inhabitants 
— arate of 2.4 percent. The one-in- 
four statistic would mean that every 
year, millions of young women gradu- 
ate who have suffered the most terri- 
fying assault, short of murder, that a 
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woman can experience. Such a crime 
wave would require nothing less than 
a state of emergency — Take Back 
the Night rallies and 24-hour hotlines 
would hardly be adequate to counter 
this tsunami of sexual violence. Ad- 
missions policies letting in tens of 
thousands of vicious criminals would 
require a complete revision, perhaps 
banning boys entirely. The nation’s 
nearly 10 million female undergrads 
would need to take the most stringent 
safety precautions. Certainly, they 
would have to alter their sexual be- 
havior radically to avoid falling prey 
to the rape epidemic. 


The real number? According to the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics, it is 0.61 percent. 


Tawana Brawley’s Big Lie 
That leaves one more history-making case 
that shows women do, in fact, lie. Indeed, 
they not only lie, but also persist with lies 
no matter how outrageous they are. Like 
Sulkowicz, sometimes they persist years 
after they are proven liars. 

It’s a case of “nevertheless, she persist- 
ed,” as the recent feminist slogan put it. 

Thus came Tawana Brawley, a black 
girl whose tale of rape and abuse paralyzed 
New York City in 1987. Brawley was 
found wrapped in a garbage bag outside 
an apartment in which she used to dwell. 


Not all sugar and spice: 
Crystal Magnum falsely 
accused lacrosse players 
at Duke University of 
rape. The prosecutor, 
who withheld exculpatory 
DNA evidence, was jailed 
and disbarred for helping 
spearhead Magnum’s lie. 
After the fake rape case 
ended, she murdered her 
boyfriend. 


“KKK,” “b***h,” and “n****r” were 
written on her torso with charcoal. She 
was nearly catatonic, blinking her eyes to 
answer questions and mumbling the word 
“neon.” The perpetrators? Six white men. 
Two carried badges, while another earned 
his daily bread before the bar — lawyer by 
day, racist rapist by night. 

Exacerbating the case were the charla- 
tans who took up her cause. As a retro re- 
port in the New York Times recalled, “Ms. 
Brawley’s spokesman was the Rev. Al 
Sharpton — a dapper television personal- 
ity and political commentator these days, 
but a fiery street activist back then. At a 
news conference, he named suspects.” 

According to Sharpton, not just the cops, 
but even the governor and state attorney 
general were racists. As the Jimes recalled, 
“He called Gov. Mario M. Cuomo a rac- 
ist and warned that powerful state officials 
were complicit. When asked whether Ms. 
Brawley would speak with the state attor- 
ney general, Robert Abrams, Mr. Sharpton 
said that would be like asking someone in a 
concentration camp to talk to Hitler.” 

The story reached operatic heights 
when Brawley’s other advisors claimed 
that the Mafia, Ku Klux Klan, and Irish 
Republican Army conspired with the 
state to cover up the evil deed. But Braw- 
ley lied. Her boyfriend divulged that she 
manufactured the tale because she had 
disappeared without permission for four 
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days and wanted to avoid a beating from 
her mother’s boyfriend. 

End result? The accused district at- 
torney won defamation lawsuits, one for 
$345,000 against Sharpton and his fellow 
hoaxers, and one for $190,000 against 
Brawley. Because Brawley ducked pay- 
ment for 16 years after the judgment, she 
must pay more than $400,000. Her victim 
began garnishment in 2013, but has said 
he doesn’t want the money. He’ll forgive 
the debt if she admits she lied. 

Sharpton got a show on MSNBC. 


False Accusations 

Do women ever lie about rape? They 
certainly do, according to the same news 
media that implored us to “believe women” 
and convict Kavanaugh without evidence: 

Headline: “‘Every district attorney’s 
nightmare’: Two men exonerated in 1991 
rape claim,” USA Today, May 7, 2018. 

The woman lied. 

Headline: “Man convicted of rape is 
freed after sister-in-law finds deleted 
Facebook messages that prove his inno- 
cence,” USA Today, January 3, 2018. 

The woman lied. 

Headline: “Teen who said she was ab- 
ducted and raped by black men pleads 
guilty to lying about it,” Houston Chroni- 
cle, February 24, 2018. 

The woman lied. 

Headline: “Lesbian fantasist invented 
15 rapes and sexual assaults which saw 
man jailed to get sympathy from girl- 
friends, court hears,” Daily Telegraph, 
August 24, 2017. 

The woman lied. 

Headline: “Jury orders blogger to pay 
$8.4 million to ex-Army colonel she ac- 
cused of rape,” Washington Post, August 
11, 2017. 

The woman lied. 

And one more, vis-a-vis the campus 
rape accusation business: Reason recently 
detailed the case of a young man at Un- 
versity of California-Davis, who spent 
$12,000 defending himself against a false 
charge of sexual assault. After the woman 
helped initiate some sexual touching, and 
also touched him, she changed her mind 
and leveled the phony claim. 

So, again, the woman lied. 

But anecdotes only prove that the women 
in question lied. They don’t prove how com- 
mon (or uncommon) such lies may be. 
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Writing in the Loyola of Los Angeles 
Law Review in 2000, Edward Greer noted 
the obvious, applying the common-sense 
test: “The assertion that women don’t lie 
about rape also rings untrue because men 
and women often lie about everything else 
in the legal system.” Greer demolished the 
sisterhood’s statistic that purportedly proves 
“women never lie,” or at least not often: that 
only two percent of rape claims are false. 
Utter nonsense, Greer wrote. It is an “ideo- 
logical fabrication,” and “as far as can be as- 
certained, no study has ever been published 
which sets forth an evidentiary basis for the 
‘two percent false rape complaint’ thesis.” 

How many rape reports are false? Be- 
tween 25 and 41 percent, depending on the 
study cited. 

“With the cooperation of the police 
agency of a small metropolitan commu- 
nity,” researcher Eugene Kanin wrote in 
1994, “45 consecutive, disposed, false rape 
allegations covering a 9 year period were 
studied. These false rape allegations consti- 
tute 41% of the total forcible rape cases (n 
=109) reported during this period.” 

That was a small study, but another cov- 
ered a community of 100,000 people near 
Glasgow, Scotland. “The medical inves- 
tigators undertook a study of all cases of 
alleged rape in the commuter communities 
under his jurisdiction,” the authors wrote 
in Police Surgeon in 1979. 


A liar is gonna lie: MSNBC talker Al Sharpton, shown here in 1990 with Tawana Brawley, was 


Of 34 cases of alleged rape, “15 were 
thought to be genuine, 3 probably genu- 
ine, 6 probably false, and 10 definitely 
false.” The journal reported that “all 
women making false accusations were 
found to have social, medical, or eco- 
nomic problems, or were attempting to 
cover up some problem.” Among the 
problems were teenagers out past parents’ 
curfew, prostitutes who weren’t paid, and 
wives caught in adultery. Brawley fit the 
first category. The breakdown? Twenty- 
nine percent of the rape accusations were 
false, which is less than 41 percent but a 
whole lot more than two percent. 

Other data come from lawyers work- 
ing for The Innocence Project. In 1996, it 
found that “every year since 1989, in about 
25 percent of the sexual assault cases re- 
ferred to the FBI where results could be 
obtained (primarily by state and local law 
enforcement), the primary suspect has 
been excluded by forensic DNA testing.” 

That means at least 25 percent of the 
accusations in those cases were false. 

One can stipulate that some false accu- 
sations are innocently false — the woman 
is honestly mistaken about the attacker’s 
identity — without undermining the point 
that many false accusations are, indeed, 
outright lies, as the Scottish study showed. 
Indeed, it’s a safe bet that most false ac- 
cusations are lies to begin with, or become 
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the main huckster who pushed the big lie that six white men raped Brawley, a black girl who lied 
about the crime because she had disappeared from home for a few days without permission. One 
of the accused successfully sued Sharpton for defamation. 
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lies after the victim admits, if only to her- 
self, that she isn’t sure she was raped or 
who raped her. That’s what happened in 
the case of Brett Kavanaugh’s third ac- 
cuser. She retailed a yarn about regular 
weekend gang rapes, then admitted she 
didn’t know if it was true. 

Frighteningly, some women argue, the 
data don’t much matter because “innocent 
men rarely face rape charges.” 

“It’s exceedingly rare for a false rape 
allegation to end in prison time,” Sandra 
Newman wrote at the Quartz website in 
2017. “According to the National Regis- 
try of Exonerations, since records began 
in 1989, in the US there are only 52 cases 
where men convicted of sexual assault 
were exonerated because it turned out 
they were falsely accused.” Those data 
might certainly be true. But the problem 
is this: For each one of the 52 exonerated, 
the conviction rate was 100 percent. 

Citing the bogus two-percent figure, but 
allowing that feminists confess a possible 
rate of 10 percent, Newman continued 
with the narrative that false claims don’t 
much matter for the victim: 


Furthermore, in the most detailed 
study ever conducted of sexual as- 
sault reports to police, undertaken for 
the British Home Office in the early 
2000s, out of 216 complaints that were 
classified as false, only 126 had even 
gotten to the stage where the accuser 
lodged a formal complaint. Only 39 
complainants named a suspect. Only 
six cases led to an arrest, and only two 
led to charges being brought before 
they were ultimately deemed false. 


So a formal complaint was lodged in near- 
ly 60 percent of the false cases, while 18 
percent of the falsely accused men became 
suspects. Nearly four percent were arrest- 
ed and/or charged. But note the writer’s 
repeatedly using “only” to minimize the 
impact of a possible lie. For the victim, 
there’s no “only” about it. 

Nor does the writer consider the profes- 
sional wreckage a false accusation causes. 
Forgetting about a wrongful conviction, 
the charge might ruin a man forever. As 
Mattress Girl’s victim learned, and the 
Army colonel who lost his career learned, 
jail isn’t the only consequence of a false 
accusation. Careers and reputations are at 
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So much for innocent until proven guilty: “Believe women,” “Believe Survivors,” and variants 
thereof were a common refrain heard during the Kavanaugh confirmation hearings after three 
women accused him of sex crimes without evidence or corroborating witnesses. 


stake. Not to mention the emotional and 
psychological toll of such an accusation. 
Tawana Brawley’s lie helped push the 
falsely accused district attorney’s mar- 
riage over the edge. 


The Women-never-lie Myth 

Writing at Slate, Cathy Young, a regu- 
lar contributor to Reason, explained that 
“feminists have been creating their own 
counter-myth: that of the woman who 
never lies.” Noting that false accusations 
might be as high as 10 percent, Young re- 
counted psychologist David Lisak’s study 
of rape on a campus: 


Of the 117 cases that could be classi- 
fied, eight — or 6.8 percent— were 
determined to be false complaints; 
that conclusion was reached when 
there was substantial evidence re- 
futing the complainant’s account. 
But does it mean that 93 percent 
of the reports that could be evalu- 
ated were shown to be truthful? 
More than 40 percent of the reports 
evaluated in Lisak’s study (exclud- 
ing the ones for which there was not 
enough information to classify them) 
did result in disciplinary or criminal 
charges. However, 52 percent were 
investigated and closed. Lisak told 
me that the vast majority of these 
complaints did not proceed due to in- 
sufficient evidence, often because the 
complainant had stopped cooperating 
with investigators. 


But why would the complainant stop coop- 
erating once the process had begun? Fear of 
reliving the rape? Or remorse over lying? 

Another reason a case might not go for- 
ward? Legally, the “elements of the crime 
of sexual assault” were lacking. And other 
allegations “stem from conflicting defini- 
tions of what constitutes rape and consent 
— particularly in sexual encounters that 
involve alcohol.” Alcohol, indeed, is the 
common factor in many campus “rapes,” 
where official policy is to believe the 
woman, then charge the man if she was 
drunk, and thus unable to “consent.” But 
what if he was drunk, too? 

That question aside, Young explained the 
peril of the “believe women” movement, 
which can “create a dangerous environment 
... aclimate in which an exoneration is often 
presumed to be a miscarriage of justice.” 
Wrote Young, “A man can be publicly vili- 
fied on the basis of an anonymous accusa- 
tion on the Internet nearly a decade after the 
alleged rape.” 

Yes, and he can be vilified on national 
television every day for three weeks on 
the basis of murky allegations nearly four 
decades after a flimsy accusation of at- 
tempted rape. That’s what happened to 
Brett Kavanaugh. 

“False rape accusations exist,” the 
headline concluded, “‘and they are a seri- 
ous problem.” Which brings us back to 
Women’s March, which would call anyone 
who agrees with Young a “rape apologist.” 
Not so. Collins and the men so accused 
deserve an apology. Ml 
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MOVIE REVIEW 


ABORTION AND MURDER 


Kermit Gosnell did late-term abortions. When aborted children were born alive, he cut their 
necks to kill them. But his case shows that killing kids in or out of the womb is the same. 
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he new film Gosnell: The Trial 

of America’s Biggest Serial Kill- 

er was successful in its opening 

weekend, making $1.2 million, despite 

being largely ignored by the media and 
only opening at 673 theaters. 

After four years of roadblocks and red 
tape, the horrific true story of Philadelphia 
abortionist Kermit Gosnell has finally 
made its debut. The independent film, 
having raised $2.3 million through crowd- 
funding on Indiegogo, hits the mark as it 
brings to the screen believable characters 
with quality production. 

The PG-13 movie tells the chilling story 
of the monstrosities that took place in the 
clinic that became known as Gosnell’s 
“house of horrors”; however, it was very 
tastefully done. Though images of babies’ 
feet that Gosnell kept in jars are briefly 
shown, revealing the perverseness of the 
man, the audience is spared the graphic 
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images of the victims that those present 
in the courtroom couldn’t avoid. But even 
without showing the graphic evidence, the 
producers and actors brilliantly managed 
to open the minds of viewers to what was 
being discussed. 

Gosnell, who had owned and operated 
abortion facilities in Philadelphia since 
the 1970s, became known as a “late- 
term” abortionist, notorious for aborting 
babies past the “legal” limit of 24 weeks. 
He was charged with first-degree murder 
for killing babies born alive after failed 
abortions. His clinic, the Women’s Medi- 
cal Society, was raided by authorities on 
February 18, 2010, owing to suspicion of 
illegally prescribing drugs, after an inves- 
tigation that had lasted months. The in- 
vestigation brought to light the suspicious 
death of one of his patients, and the raid 
revealed much more than the illegal drug 
use already suspected. 

On screen we see the responses of 
law-enforcement officers as they raid 
the clinic. Their faces show confusion, 
shock, and disgust as they make their way 
through the building, taking in the horrif- 
ic sights and smells. We see the remains 
of tiny victims discovered in various 
places throughout the clinic, including 
in plastic bags that lined the halls and in 
milk jugs in the refrigerator. The clinic it- 
self was squalid, with filthy furniture and 
unsanitary, outdated, and broken medi- 
cal equipment. Overly sedated patients 
awaited “procedures,” which were often 
performed by unlicensed workers. These 
shocking scenes were not exaggerated, 
but were taken directly from the report 
of the grand jury: 


When the team members entered the 
clinic, they were appalled, describ- 
ing it to the Grand Jury as “filthy,” 
“deplorable,” “disgusting,” “very 
unsanitary, very outdated, horren- 
dous,” and “by far, the worst” that 


these experienced investigators 


had ever encountered. There was 
blood on the floor. A stench of urine 
filled the air. A flea-infested cat was 
wandering through the facility, and 
there were cat feces on the stairs. 
Semi-conscious women scheduled 
for abortions were moaning in the 
waiting room or the recovery room, 
where they sat on dirty recliners 
covered with blood-stained blan- 
kets. All the women had been sedat- 
ed by unlicensed staff — long before 
Gosnell arrived at the clinic — and 
staff members could not accurately 
state what medications or dosages 
they had administered to the waiting 
patients. Many of the medications in 
inventory were past their expiration 
dates.... The two surgical procedure 
rooms were filthy and unsanitary — 
[DEA] Agent [Stephen] Dougherty 
described them as resembling “a bad 
gas station restroom.” Instruments 
were not sterile. Equipment was 
rusty and outdated. Oxygen equip- 
ment was covered with dust, and 
had not been inspected. The same 
corroded suction tubing used for 
abortions was the only tubing avail- 
able for oral airways if assistance for 
breathing was needed.... 

Fetal remains [were] haphazardly 
stored throughout the clinic — in 
bags, milk jugs, orange juice cartons, 
and even in cat-food containers. 


Staying true to the facts and even using 
real footage at times, the movie engag- 
ingly portrays the trial and the events 
surrounding it. Gosnell, a danger to ba- 
bies and their mothers, seemed to have 
but one motive, to end the life of every 
pre-born baby that came through the 
doors of his clinic, regardless of how far 
along the pregnancy was or what method 
he had to use. This was to be done with 
as little cost to him as possible, finan- 
cially or physically. Gosnell specialized 
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On screen we see the responses of the law- 
enforcement officers as they raid the clinic. Their 
faces show confusion, shock, and disgust as they 
make their way through the building, taking in the 


horrific sights and smells. 


in late-term pregnancies and had many 
women and girls referred to him when 
no one else would take them. He had 
personally “trained” his staff to perform 
ultrasounds and taught them how to get 
false readings about the development of 
the baby in order to record a lesser age 
of the baby. Unlicensed workers would 
administer sedatives and prescribe pain 
medicines, as it wasn’t out of the ordinary 
for Gosnell to be absent while his clinic 
continued to function. 

The tactics Gosnell employed were not 
much different than other abortionists, ex- 
cept that he had no qualms in performing 
the murder after the baby was born. He 
“snipped” the backs of the babies’ necks 
and taught his workers to do the same in 
his absence. 

Addressing the clinic’s rampant crimi- 
nal activity, the grand jury report claims, 
“Tllegality was so integral to the operation 
of the Women’s Medical Society that the 
business itself was a corrupt organization.” 


Husband and wife producers Phelim 
McAleer and Anne McElhinney, who are 
also journalists, found themselves drawn 
to the story that the major media seemed 
repelled by. 

In an interview with EWTN, McAleer 
recounts, “I walked into that trial in Penn- 
sylvania, in Philadelphia, and in front of 
me were the most horrific pictures that I 
had ever seen. I listened to the evidence, I 
couldn’t believe it, but behind me was the 
most shocking thing of all. No press, just 
a couple of local journalists, no national 
press. And this guy has killed hundreds, 
if not thousands, of people in a 30-year 
killing spree.” 

In the movie, a young female blogger 
known as Mollie Mullaney considerably 
impacted the case by taking a picture of 
the empty seats in the courtroom reserved 
for the press and published it on social 
media, where it drew substantial attention. 
Then, and only then, did the national press 
decide to notice the case. 


Face of evil: Actor Earl Billings (right) played the abortionist Kermit Gosnell (left) during his trial. 
Gosnell was found guilty of murdering infants after they were born alive in botched abortions. It’s 
possible he could be one of the country’s leading serial killers. 
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That character was, in fact, a compos- 
ite of real-life columnist JD Mullane, a 
“grizzled newspaperman,” as he describes 
himself in The Intelligencer, and Mollie Z. 
Hemingway, senior editor at The Federal- 
ist. Mullane took the picture of the empty 
seats and uploaded it to Twitter, where it 
went viral. Hemingway was the first to re- 
spond to the picture and went on to draw 
attention to the major media journalists for 
being “MIA.” 

Mullane states, “The big media were 
shamed into coming to Philly, though 
many, such as the New York Times, bailed 
after a few days.” 

Believing Gosnell to be the most pro- 
tected mass murderer in American history, 
and the case to be a coverup, McElhinney 
claims, “It’s a story that needs to be told 
fairly and we’ve done just that,” going on 
to say, “The coverup stops here.” 

Fighting this coverup, and overcoming 
these obstacles, however, proved to be 
an arduous job for the Irish husband and 
wife team, as they were met with many 
obstacles from those who would prefer 
the truth not be told. McAleer revealed in 
an interview with The Federalist, “Kick- 
starter refused to let us crowdfund to fund 
the film and NPR have just rejected us 
from advertising the movie on the tax- 
payer funded station. Now Facebook is 
trying to censor the movie by preventing 
its creators from advertising on Face- 
book. They really, really don’t want this 
story told.” 

Yet another difficulty was presented 
when the judge who presided over the 
Gosnell case, Judge Jeffrey Minehart, 
filed a lawsuit against the couple, as well 
as their film production company, accus- 
ing them of defamation. Still, the film- 
makers persisted in their endeavor to 
bring this travesty into the public eye. 

McAleer told Breitbart News, “The most 
shocking thing I found was how many peo- 
ple knew.” He went on to disclose: 


Health officials, doctors in emer- 
gency rooms who were seeing and 
fixing the results of his butchery — 
even the Philadelphia homicide de- 
partment was notified. The National 
Abortion Federation was notified; 
there were trained nurses passing 
through his house of horrors; the 
coroner’s office saw the bodies of 
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If it bleeds, it leads — except in abortion cases: Media glom onto gruesome cases for ratings, but they were absent from the trial of Kermit 
Gosnell — until they were shamed into appearing. On the left is an actual photograph of the empty courtroom benches reserved for media, taken by 
JD Mullane, next to the movie depiction of the photograph of the empty benches taken by character Molly Mullaney. 


the women and babies — and they 
all said nothing. 


Of this negligence the grand jury report 
states: 


The Pennsylvania Department of 
State ... could have stopped Gosnell 
single-handedly. While the Depart- 
ment of Health regulates facilities, 
the Department of State, through 
its Board of Medicine, licenses and 
oversees individual physicians. Like 
their colleagues at Health, however, 
Department of State officials were 
repeatedly confronted with evidence 
about Gosnell, and repeatedly chose 
to do nothing. 

Indeed, in many ways State had 
more damning information than any- 
one else. Almost a decade ago, a for- 
mer employee of Gosnell presented 
the Board of Medicine with a com- 
plaint that laid out the whole scope of 
his operation: the unclean, unsterile 
conditions; the unlicensed workers; 
the unsupervised sedation; the under- 
age abortion patients; even the over- 
prescribing of pain pills with high 
resale value on the street. The depart- 
ment assigned an investigator, whose 
investigation consisted primarily of 
an offsite interview with Gosnell. 
The investigator never inspected the 
facility, questioned other employees, 
or reviewed any records. Department 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


attorneys chose to accept this incom- 
plete investigation, and dismissed the 
complaint as unconfirmed. 


Not only were authorities guilty of not 
speaking out, but they were guilty of com- 
mitting actions that helped aid in the abus- 
es and murders. For 17 years Gosnell’s 
clinic had no real inspections. The admin- 
istration under Governor Tom Ridge, a 
pro-abortion Republican, stopped inspec- 
tions of all abortion clinics in the state. 
According to the grand jury report: 


The Pennsylvania Department of 
Health abruptly decided, for political 
reasons, to stop inspecting abortion 
clinics at all. The politics in question 
were not anti-abortion, but pro. With 
the change of administration from 
Governor Casey to Governor Ridge, 
officials concluded that inspections 
would be “putting a barrier up to 
women” seeking abortions. 


One might infer from this decision that 
abortion, even in dangerous environments, 
is preferable to no abortion at all. 

These decisions to elevate abortion 
above the law led to unspeakable evils. 
On January 19, 2011, Gosnell was arrested 
and charged with eight counts of murder 
— seven babies whom he was charged 
with killing after their live births, and 
Karnamaya Mongar, a 41-year-old refugee 
who died from lethal doses of anesthesia 


and painkillers at the hands of Gosnell and 
his employees. 

Mongar, who had come to the United 
States from a resettlement camp in Nepal, 
was given unmonitored and multiple 
injections of Demerol, a sedative pre- 
ferred by Gosnell because it was cheap. 
The film takes the audience through the 
grief of Mongar’s daughter on the wit- 
ness stand as she recounts the distressing 
events surrounding her mother’s death 
and the fear she felt as she waited alone 
in the dark clinic. 

Abortion is consistently tied to women’s 
rights and women’s health, yet situations 
such as this show how unconnected these 
things really are. The “rights” and “health” 
of the women who were mutilated and 
murdered by Gosnell and his staff weren’t 
being protected, or even thought of. Their 
rights disappeared with their conscious- 
ness after having been overly sedated, 
and their health was disregarded as their 
wombs were perforated by negligence and 
they contracted venereal diseases due to 
the unsanitary instruments that were used. 

The grand jury report states: 


A doctor from Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia hand-delivered a com- 
plaint, advising the department that 
numerous patients he had referred for 
abortions came back from Gosnell 
with the same venereal disease. 


This statement holds more than one 
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Hardening not their hearts: Actor Dean Cain plays Detective James Wood. Investigators who 
searched Gosnell’s clinic were horrified at the filth, the poor treatment of the patients, and the 
many containers holding aborted babies — or parts from them. 


mind-numbing fact. Not only were pa- 
tients contracting venereal diseases at 
Gosnell’s clinic, but these patients were 
from the “Children’s Hospital of Phila- 
delphia.” These patients were teenage 
girls being sent to Gosnell, and we see 
that they were being referred by a doc- 
tor at the hospital. This doctor, two years 
later, went on to become the head of the 
city’s health department. 

Recognizing the inevitable controver- 
sy of his film, McAleer notes, “Abortion 
is like a religious belief.” His statement 
rings true, as it seems abortion stands 
alone; it is the sacred cow that can’t be 
touched. Rights and health can, and will, 
be sacrificed at the altar of abortion, but 
abortion will not be sacrificed for rights 
or health. Murder cannot be justified 
without philosophical reasoning, and 
abortion could never advance without 
the facade of the abstract aids of women’s 
rights and women’s health. 

At the start of their journey in produc- 
ing this film, McAleer and McElhinney 
considered themselves “neutral” on abor- 
tion. However, the more they viewed the 
evidence, the more their views changed. 
“[’ve seen the photographs,” said McEl- 
hinney, regarding the bodies of the mur- 
dered babies. They are “unimpeachable.” 
McElhinney was raised Catholic and had 
left the faith for a time, but acknowledges, 
“This story brought me back to prayer.” 


30 


The movie shows the testimony of a fe- 
male abortionist who wanted to testify in 
order to “exonerate” other women’s clin- 
ics in light of the discovery of Gosnell’s 
clinic. She is questioned by Gosnell’s at- 
torney regarding her abortion practices 
and, in a line of questioning, slowly finds 
herself describing similar techniques used 
on the pre-born babies in the second tri- 
mester in her clinic as Gosnell used on the 
babies delivered at his clinic. She tries to 
justify the procedures based on the fact 
that the babies aren’t outside of the womb, 
but begins to falter as it is clear that there 
is no real difference. 

Gosnell was not put on trial for per- 
forming abortions, which is “legal” in 
Philadelphia and elsewhere in the United 
States. For this reason, both the police in- 
vestigation and the trial of Gosnell, in real 
life as well as in the movie depiction, are 
not about abortion. Yet anyone who exam- 
ines the facts — or for that matter, watches 
the movie — should be able to connect the 
dots between illegally killing babies after 
being born alive via botched abortions, 
and legally killing babies while they are 
still in the womb. After all, the physical 
location of the baby — inside or outside 
the mother’s womb — does not change the 
nature of the baby. 

As the trial progresses in the film, we 
see the jury struggling to decide on such 
a volatile subject. The breaking point 
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came when a picture of “Baby Boy A” 
was shown. 

Baby Boy A was born to a 17-year-old 
mother, and was recorded at 29.4 weeks, or 
approximately 7.5 months. The mother was 
heavily sedated for more than 13 hours, and 
eventually gave birth. Some of the work- 
ers “took photographs because they knew 
this was a baby that could and should have 
lived,” according to the grand jury report. 

The report goes on to state, “Gosnell sim- 
ply noted the baby boy’s size by joking, as 
he often did after delivering a large baby... 
‘This baby is big enough to walk around 
with me or walk me to the bus stop.’” Gos- 
nell charged $2,500 for the abortion. 

As the picture was passed around for 
the jury to see, the movie clearly shows 
the various and realistic emotions felt 
by the jurors.* No amount of rhetoric or 
misplaced justification could erase what 
they had seen with their own eyes: a fully 
formed human being capable of sustained 
life before his throat was slit. 

In May of 2013, after four counts of 
murder had been dropped from the charg- 
es, Gosnell was convicted of three counts 
of murder and one count of involuntary 
manslaughter, along with a multitude of 
lesser counts. After reaching a deal with 
the prosecutors, he was sentenced to life 
in prison without parole. 

Gosnell divulges the truth of a mad- 
man employing extraordinarily barbaric 
tactics in an industry already conceived 
in death and fraught with gruesome pro- 
cedures. In the process, this truth natu- 
rally shines a light into the dark areas that 
need to be covered up if abortion is to be 
regarded as “humane” and “compassion- 
ate.” Without pretense, this film lays out 
the ugly, gruesome facts about abortion, 
legal and illegal, erasing the boundaries 
between the two, and leaving the viewer 
with the information needed to make a 
sound judgment. 

As English politician William Wilber- 
force stated in his fight to end the trade 
of the slaves, also not considered human: 
“You may choose to look the other way 
but you can never say again that you did 
not know.” 


*Moviegoers are not shown this exhibit. But those 
who stay for the credits at the end of the movie are 
informed they can see the photo of “Baby Boy A” at 
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From $50 to 
$1,250, and Beyond 


When Shelli Trench of Garner, North Car- 
olina, went to her local Walmart with $50 
to purchase supplies for Hurricane Flor- 
ence victims, she inspired the store’s man- 
ager to contribute. When all was done, the 
$50 that Trench intended to spend turned 
into $1,251 worth of supplies. 

Trench posted about her experience on 
her Facebook page. She explained that 
earlier that day, she dropped off water and 
diapers at the shelter at Garner Magnet 
High School, where she learned that the 
greatest need was T-shirts and underwear. 
She decided she would go to Walmart that 
night to purchase the items. 

When she arrived at Walmart, she ap- 
proached manager Jeff Jobes and asked if 
he could give her a discount to stretch out 
the $50 that she had to spend, but his re- 
sponse was even more generous than she 
could have expected, WPVI-TV reported. 

Trench wrote, “Instead, he armed me 
with one of his associates (Alex) and a 
shopping cart and told her to fill it ... on 
him.... $1,251 later, I was able to deliver 
254 items of clothing to the evacuees at 
the Garner High shelter because Jeff the 
manager loves his community and he 
proved it with his actions.” 

And that’s not where Jobes’ generosity 
ended. The next day, he sent Trench a text 
to ask if there was anything else the shel- 
ter needed. Trench drove to the shelter and 
was told that they were in need of snacks 
and drinks. When Trench passed the in- 
formation along to Jobes, he responded, 
“Give me 30 minutes then come see me.” 

When Trench arrived, she saw Jobes 
and his co-manager pulling together the 
items the shelter requested. According 
to Trench, there were cases of fruit, meal 
replacement drinks, pastries, bread, and 
cookies to be loaded into Trench’s van. 

Trench was so touched by Jobes’ ac- 
tions, she posted on her page, “The out- 
pouring of love and support from the 
Walmart at 40/42 in Garner is unbeliev- 
able. People may say a lot of negative 
things about Walmart but I’m here to tell 
you this right now... the staff at this store 
are #worldchangers.” 
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Friendship 


Six-year-old Braylon Henson of Alabama 
suffers from ectodermal dysplasia, a con- 
dition that prevents him from going out- 
side for school recess. To keep him from 
getting lonely during his lunch breaks, 
the school’s “Friendship” officer, Ronald 
Saladin, befriended him and keeps him 
company at lunchtime. 

Ectodermal dysplasia is a condition in 
which the individual is born without sweat 
glands. As a result, Braylon cannot be in 
temperatures above 74 degrees Fahren- 
heit, or he risks becoming dangerously 
overheated. 

Each day, Braylon watched as his 
friends at Bay Minette Elementary School 
went outside for recess. When Saladin 
spotted him sitting by himself shortly after 
he started his role at the school in August, 
however, he knew he wanted to make the 
boy feel better. He asked if he would like 
to patrol the school with him, and they be- 
came fast friends. 

“He felt left out, and I didn’t want him 
to feel left out. His mom was afraid he was 
going to get picked on and bullied when 
he came to school,” Saladin told WKRG. 
“It’s definitely a blessing, like it was 
meant to be.” 

Saladin even bought Braylon a police 
officer’s uniform so that he could feel like 
he’s doing something important. 

According to WKRG, Braylon’s friend- 
ship with Saladin has made him a “celeb- 
rity” of sorts on campus. According to his 
teachers, the friendship has given Braylon 
a newfound confidence, which is reflected 
in his grades. They say that there has been 
an improvement in Braylon’s scores since 
the friendship began. 


Nighttime Naturals 


Kathy Felt has been wheelchair-bound for 
the last 10 years, but thanks to the men of 
Sandy, Utah, she has been able to have a 
good night’s sleep in her own bed every 
night in those 10 years. 

Felt has multiple sclerosis, which has 
caused her to slowly lose control of her 
motor functions. After a while, the disease 
progressed enough that she could no lon- 
ger get herself in and out of bed, and she 
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was forced to consider the possibility of 
moving into a nursing home. 

Her neighbor, Keith Pugmire, felt awful 
that Felt could be forced to move out of 
her home because of her disease and knew 
exactly how he could help. According to 
CBS News, he recruited 60 men in the 
community to volunteer to help get Felt 
into her bed in the evenings. Pugmire re- 
portedly created a schedule in which two 
men arrive at Felt’s home in the evenings. 
Part of their routine includes removing 
Felt’s socks, tucking her in, and turning 
off the lights in her house. 

“One guy gets on one side and one guy 
gets on the other side. Lift her up, put her 
on the bed,” Pugmire explained. 

Over the years, the men have perfected 
their method. “You’ve got to have a pillow 
under this foot; it’s got to be over that way,” 
Pugmire added. “Things need to be just so.” 

Felt’s son comes to her home in the 
mornings to help her get out of bed. 

This has been the process for seven 
days a week for the last 10 years, and the 
men say they will continue to provide this 
service for as long as she needs it. 

“We’re going to be here as long as she 
needs us,” said Pugmire. 

What’s more amazing is that there are 
more volunteers than they need, according 
to Pugmire, and in the scheduling process, 
the organizers try to make sure everyone 
gets a chance to help. 

“Our challenge is to get everybody a 
time,” Pugmire told CBS. 

Pugmire states that it took some time to 
get some of the men in the neighborhood 
on board with the mission. 

“T can’t say that I was excited, I’ll tell 
you that,” one volunteer told CBS. 

“Coming into someone’s home, it’s a 
woman!” said another 

“T have no healthcare background at all, 
and I’m here to lift you up and put you 
into bed?” recalled yet another hesitant 
volunteer. 

But the men now say they are glad that 
they overcame their concerns. It makes them 
feel good to help their neighbor in need. 

And Felt is beyond grateful for the men 
and their dedication. She told CBS News, 
“This is my miracle.” i 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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The Treaty of Versailles and the Rise of Nazism 


The Treaty of Versailles, the so-called peace treaty ending WWI, was meant to humiliate 
and punish Germany for beginning the war, but it led to Hitler's rise. 
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Germany by the Treaty of Versailles after World War I, along with his dynamic public-speaking 
talent, to rally Germans to support him, until he became the absolute leader of Nazi Germany. 


by Brian Farmer 


hen the guns of August 1914 fi- 
nally fell silent on the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 11th month 


of 1918, Germany was in a state of turmoil. 
Throughout October, while armistice nego- 
tiations had proceeded, fighting had con- 
tinued on all fronts, with the German Army 
experiencing severe reversals. Units of 
the Imperial Navy had mutinied at Kiel in 
early November, setting off a revolutionary 
movement that spread rapidly to all parts 
of Germany. On November 8, Bavaria had 
proclaimed itself a republic. By Novem- 
ber 9, the conservative Social Democrats, 
under the leadership of Philipp Scheide- 
mann and Friedrich Ebert, had secured the 
resignation of Prince Maximilian’s gov- 
ernment (which had accepted the Allied 
armistice conditions) and proclaimed the 
establishment of the German Republic. A 
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provisional government, consisting of con- 
servative and independent Social Demo- 
crats and headed by Ebert, was quickly 
organized. The left-wing socialists, known 
as the Spartacus Party and led by Karl Lieb- 
knecht and Rosa Luxemburg, were exclud- 
ed from the government. On November 10, 
Kaiser Wilhelm II, whose abdication had 
already been announced, had taken refuge 
in the Netherlands. 

At this crucial moment in history, the 
internationalists controlling the govern- 
ments of the victorious Allied Powers be- 
trayed their own peoples, as well as the 
German people, by breaking their solemn 
promises and fastening a cruel victor’s 
peace on defeated Germany. This betrayal, 
predictably, produced the German outrage 
and bitterness that paved the way for the 
rise of Hitler and guaranteed the Second 
World War 20 years later. 

Shortly after the formation of the pro- 


visional government, the Spartacus Party, 
which had been in the forefront of the ini- 
tial revolutionary outburst, resumed and 
intensified its agitation for the creation of 
a Soviet-style regime similar to that of the 
Russian Bolsheviks. Encouraged by some 
successes in gaining support in various 
places around Germany, the Spartacus 
movement culminated in a Berlin upris- 
ing on January 5 in 1919. After consid- 
erable fighting and bloodshed, troops of 
the provisional government succeeded in 
putting down the revolt on January 15. 
Liebknecht and Luxemburg were captured 
and, while in police custody, murdered. 

Elections for a national assembly were 
held on January 19. On February 6, the na- 
tional assembly convened at Weimar, and 
five days later, Friedrich Ebert was elected 
president of the republic, officially desig- 
nated the German Reich and commonly 
referred to as the Weimar Republic. 

Over the ensuing months, the political 
tumult in Germany continued to intensify. 
The increasing turmoil was mainly driven 
by three issues: 1) the hardship caused by 
the continuation of the British blockade 
of German ports, which included a restric- 
tion on the importation of foodstuffs; 2) 
the nature of the negotiations with the Al- 
lied Powers (composed of 27 delegations, 
led primarily by France, Great Britain, and 
the United States) being reported out of 
the peace conference in Versailles, near 
Paris; and 3) the continuing revolutionary 
activities of the Spartacus Party, which 
were marked by several more unsuccess- 
ful uprisings. 

The conference to draw up a treaty of 
peace between the German Republic and 
the Allied Powers opened in Versailles 
on January 18. People around the world 
were hopeful that the settlements arrived 
at would restore world peace on a perma- 
nent basis and that the so-called Great War 
would prove to be, as U.S. President Wood- 
row Wilson had described it, the “war to 
end all wars.” The reverse turned out to 
be the case, however. The Central Powers 
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The main business of the Versailles Peace Conference was, of 
course, to make peace with Germany, but this is exactly where the 


peacemakers ultimately failed. 


(Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey, and 
Bulgaria) had accepted President Wilson’s 
Fourteen Points as the basis for the armi- 
stice, but the Allied powers didn’t follow 
through. The Central Powers expected 
the Allied Powers to use the principles of 
the points as the foundation for any peace 
treaties, but the other Allies — primarily 
France — came to the conference with the 
determination to demand from the Central 
Powers the entire cost of the war, and to 
distribute among themselves territories 
and colonies of the defeated nations ac- 
cording to agreements negotiated secretly 
during the three years prior to the entry 
of the United States into the war. At first, 
President Wilson insisted that the Ver- 
sailles Peace Conference accept the full 
program laid out in his Fourteen Points. 
Finally, in order to secure the support of 
the Allies for the all-important fourteenth 
point, which called for the creation of an 
association of nations (later known as the 
League of Nations), he abandoned his in- 
sistence on some of the other points. 

The main business of the Versailles 
Peace Conference was, of course, to make 
peace with Germany, but this is exactly 
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where the peacemakers ultimately failed. 
Admittedly, the task was enormously dif- 
ficult because passions still ran high and 
the Allies were not in total agreement 
on the details. French Prime Minister 
Georges Clemenceau demanded a harsh 
and vindictive peace, one that would sup- 
posedly forever remove the German threat 
to French security. This was not surpris- 
ing, given that the bulk of the fighting 
and devastation on the western front had 
taken place on French soil. British Prime 
Minister David Lloyd George, on the other 
hand, favored a peace of reconciliation. 
With the capture of the German Navy, 
the German evacuation of Belgium, and 
the divvying up of Germany’s colonies, 
British aims had largely been satisfied. 
No British territory had been devastated 
by the war, and British financial experts 
were already saying that a restored Ger- 
man economy would be necessary for 
world trade. Britain did not want to keep 
military forces in Europe, nor did the Brit- 
ish welcome the likelihood that France 
would become the dominant power on the 
continent, which would probably happen 
if Germany were too severely weakened. 


The end and the beginning: The details of the armistice, which ended the fighting in WWI, were outlined by President Woodrow Wilson (left) to 


Also, a healthy Germany was considered 
an essential bulwark against the spread of 
Bolshevism from Russia. 

Clemenceau wanted to take the entire 
west bank of the Rhine River and establish 
there, as a French satellite, an autonomous 
Rhineland republic. He wanted to have Al- 
lied garrisons stationed at the major Rhine 
crossings, and he pressed strongly for 
breaking up Germany. He also demanded 
that, in the Saar region, France should be 
granted the French border of 1814 and, as 
reparation, the right of occupation of that 
part of the Saar coal basin not included 
within that border. But the population of 
the Saar was German, and Wilson was not 
willing to accept this violation of the prin- 
ciple of self-determination. He was not 
impressed by the argument that Napoleon 
had claimed this territory for a short time 
in 1814. He told Clemenceau, “That was 
a hundred years ago. A hundred years is 
a very long time.” Clemenceau responded 
sarcastically, “Yes, a very long time in the 
history of the United States.” 

The British and Americans rejected the 
idea of dismembering Germany. Lloyd 
George proposed a compromise whereby 
Germany would keep the Rhineland and 
the Allied occupation would be limited to 
15 years. In exchange, France would be 
supported by a military alliance with Great 
Britain and the United States to guarantee 
her against any future German aggression. 
Clemenceau reluctantly accepted this pro- 
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Congress on November 11, 1918 — the day it took effect. American soldiers (right), dubbed Doughboys during the war, celebrated the news, but 
the harsh terms of the forthcoming peace treaty led to WWII. 
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The first of many deaths: An artist’s rendition shows the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
of Austria-Hungary and his wife, Czech Countess Sophie Chotek, by Serbian nationalist Gavrilo 
Princip, during their visit to Sarajevo, Bosnia, on June 28, 1914. The incident precipitated WWI. 


posal. The French Chamber and Senate 
ratified the treaty, as did the British Par- 
liament. But in the United States, the Sen- 
ate Committee on Foreign Relations did 
not even present the treaty to the Senate 
for a vote, and the guarantee to France ul- 
timately fell through. In the end, France 
got neither the Rhineland republic nor the 
Anglo-American guarantee of protection. 
All this time, at French insistence, the 
British blockade of Germany had contin- 
ued. As a result, all through the winter of 
1918-1919, the suffering in Germany was 
severe, and many thousands of Germans, 
especially children and the elderly, died of 
starvation, even though the terms of the 
armistice stated that the victors were to 
“provision Germany as to be found neces- 
sary.” At the British War Office, Winston 
Churchill, who saw the injustice of the 
blockade, tried his best to get it lifted, but 
other politicians were more responsive to 
the mood in the country (and to the mood 
in France). Finally, the British government 
unilaterally lifted the blockade on July 12, 
eight months after the armistice. By that 
time the bitterness in Germany had greatly 
increased because it was felt that the con- 
tinued starvation of a nation that had sur- 
rendered was both illegal and immoral. 
The peace treaty was presented to the 
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German delegation, headed by Foreign 
Minister Count Ulrich von Brockdorff- 
Rantzau, on May 7. Brockdorff-Rantzau 
immediately rejected the Allied demand 
that Germany confess to having caused 
the war, stating, “Such a confession in 
my mouth would be a lie.” But the Al- 
lies were in no mood to accept such a 
response. After all, Great Britain had not 
violated Belgium’s neutrality; Germany 
had. France had not invaded Germany; 
Germany had invaded France. And Russia 
had not declared war on Germany; Ger- 
many had declared war on Russia. As a 
result, the terms of the Treaty of Versailles 
were harsh. The Alsace-Lorraine region 
was given back to France without a plebi- 
scite. In addition, France received the Saar 
for 15 years, after which a plebiscite was 
to determine its future. Germany also lost 
some territory to Belgium and Denmark. 
Austria-Hungary was broken up, and Aus- 
tria was forbidden to unite with Germany. 
An independent Poland was created and 
received a considerable portion of German 
territory, including a corridor through East 
Prussia to the Baltic Sea. Danzig became a 
free city under the League of Nations but 
with a Polish administration. The city of 
Memel went to the new state of Lithuania. 
All of Germany’s colonies were taken 
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from her on the grounds that she was unfit 
to govern non-German populations. 

The German Army was limited to 
100,000 men, who all had to be 12-year 
volunteers, which would prevent the build- 
up of hidden reserves with rapidly trained 
conscripts. Germany was forbidden to have 
military aircraft, tanks, or heavy artillery. 
The German navy was limited to six bat- 
tleships, six cruisers, 12 destroyers, and no 
submarines. Allied inspectors, with wide 
powers of entry, were to police those pro- 
visions. In addition, the entire west bank 
of the Rhine and a strip 50 kilometers (31 
miles) wide on the east bank were to be 
permanently demilitarized, with Allied gar- 
risons remaining there for 15 years. 

The clause of the treaty to which the 
German Foreign Minister had objected, 
Article 231, the so-called war guilt clause, 
stated, “The Allied and Associated govern- 
ments affirm and Germany accepts the re- 
sponsibility of Germany and her allies for 
causing all the loss and damage to which 
the Allied and Associated governments 
and their nationals have been subjected as 
a consequence of the war imposed upon 
them by the aggression of Germany and 
her allies.” Almost all Germans felt that it 
was an intolerable insult and an injustice. 

Article 231, it must be noted, was au- 
thored by John Foster Dulles and Norman 
Davis. Dulles, an ardent globalist and an 
attorney for one of the leading Wall Street 
law firms, was a founder of the world-gov- 
ernment-promoting Council on Foreign 
Relations (CFR). He served as chairman of 
the board for the Carnegie Endowment and 
as trustee of the Rockefeller Foundation, 
as well as secretary of state to President 
Eisenhower. Davis, a founding member of 
the CFR and its president from 1936-1944, 
served as President Wilson’s assistant sec- 
retary of the treasury and under secretary 
of state. In his 1941 book, Versailles, 20 
Years After, historian/diplomat Paul M. 
Birdsall writes concerning the impact of 
the war guilt clause: “Probably no single 
item of the Treaty of Versailles has been so 
useful to Hitler in destroying the morale of 
his democratic opponents before attacking 
them.” Birdsall was not a conservative or 
an isolationist; he was, in fact, a confirmed 
Wilsonian internationalist, and, for around 
20 years, an OSS-CIA apparatchik. 

The Treaty of Versailles also provided 
for the trial of German war criminals. This 
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did not refer to German officers or men 
who could have been accused of atrocities 
but, rather, to the kaiser and leading politi- 
cians and generals, who were to be accused 
of having caused the war. In the end, little 
was done to enforce this clause. The Dutch 
government refused to extradite the kaiser 
so that he could stand trial, and there was 
the risk that such a trial could have led to 
embarrassing revelations. 

The economic provisions of the Treaty 
of Versailles were remarkably harsh. Clem- 
enceau suggested that Germany pay $200 
billion (approximately three trillion 2018 
U.S. dollars). In a speech on February 11 
in 1918, President Wilson had promised 
that there would be no punitive damages, 
although Germany was to pay for all dam- 
age to civilian property in the areas she had 
occupied. Nevertheless, France insisted 
that Germany be made to pay for the entire 
cost of the war. Wilson responded: 


I feel that we are bound in honor to 
decline to agree to the inclusion of 
war costs in the reparation demand. 
The time to think of this was before 
the conditions of peace were commu- 
nicated to the enemy originally. We 
should dissent publicly if necessary, 
not on the ground of the intrinsic in- 
justice of it but on the ground that it 
is clearly inconsistent with what we 
deliberately led the enemy to expect 
and cannot now honorably alter sim- 
ply because we have the power. 


Did Wilson truly mean these words? If 
so, he nevertheless joined the betrayal 
and agreed to the crushing measures. Al- 
though Wilson’s sentiments seemed rea- 
sonable and fair, the French still got their 
way. Germany was to make a reparation 
payment of 20 billion gold marks by May 
1 in 1921, as a first installment. The total 
figure was to be determined later. 

When the terms of the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles were published in Germany, there 
was a great outcry against it. The Germans 


Casualty of war: Future National Socialist leader and German Chancellor Adolf Hitler (back row, 
second from right) recovers in a military hospital. Hitler had been gassed and temporarily blinded 
while in action on the Western Front during World War |. 


claimed that they had been tricked and be- 
trayed, that after they had signed the armi- 
stice in good faith and had carried out its 
provisions, the Allies had then abandoned 
the Fourteen Points and violated many 
of them in the peace treaty. Brockdorff- 
Rantzau chose to resign, rather than ratify 
it, and for weeks it seemed that the war 
might be renewed. In the end, the German 
General Staff advised that this would be 
disastrous, and the German government 
made a last desperate counterproposal, 
agreeing to sign the treaty if the war guilt 
clause and the provision for the trial of war 
criminals were removed. The Allies were 
in no mood to bargain and declared that if 
Germany did not agree to sign the treaty 
by 7:00 p.m. on June 25, then the Allies 
would invade Germany. The German gov- 
ernment resigned on June 20, and a new 
government ratified the treaty on the 23rd. 
The peace treaty was formally signed on 
June 28, five years to the day after Serbi- 
an assassin Gavrilo Princip had murdered 
Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand and 
his wife in Sarajevo, triggering a series of 
events that led to the outbreak of the Great 


All this time, at French insistence, the British blockade of Germany 
had continued. As a result, all through the winter of 1918-1919, the 
suffering in Germany was severe, and many thousands of Germans, 
especially children and the elderly, died of starvation. 


36 


War in August of 1914. To maximize Ger- 
many’s humiliation, the signing took place 
in the Hall of Mirrors at Versailles, where 
the German Empire had been proclaimed 
in 1871, after Germany’s victory over 
France in the Franco-Prussian War. 

Few in Germany were as shattered by the 
announcement of the armistice as a certain 
lance corporal in the German Army. Al- 
though he had been born in Austria, Adolf 
Hitler had been accepted as a volunteer in 
the 16th Bavarian Reserve Infantry Regi- 
ment since he was living in Munich when 
the war had broken out. At the time he heard 
the news of the armistice, Hitler was in a 
military hospital near Berlin, recuperating 
from injuries sustained a few weeks earlier 
when he had been gassed and temporarily 
blinded. As he later wrote, “Everything 
began to go black again before my eyes. 
Stumbling, I groped my way back to the 
ward, threw myself on my bed, and buried 
my burning head in the covers and pillows. 
Thad not cried since I had stood at the grave 
of my mother.” 

Hitler was certainly not the only soldier 
to be appalled by the defeat and shocked by 
the “stab in the back” of the armistice and 
the proclamation of a new government. But 
it seemed that for him there was something 
almost personal about it: Hitler could never 
speak about the defeat of Germany without 
succumbing to violent emotional outbursts 
of hatred. Over and over, for the rest of his 
life, Hitler would send down a verbal tor- 
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rent of condemnation and abuse on those 
“traitors” who had “betrayed the Mother- 
land” and committed “the greatest villainy 
of the century.” This was the “November 
shame,” perpetrated by the “November 
criminals” who had created what Hitler 
called the misbegotten “Jew Republic.” 

Something clicked during his time in the 
military hospital. It was there at the turn of 
the year 1918-1919 that Hitler resolved the 
identity problem that had plagued him dur- 
ing his shiftless years in Vienna and Mu- 
nich and reached what he called “the most 
decisive decision of my life.” Finally, he 
now knew who he was and what he must 
do. He was the leader sent by destiny. He 
must answer the “voices” that he said he 
heard, such as that of Joan of Arc, distinctly 
calling him as he lay in his hospital bed. 
The voices told him to rescue his Mother- 
land from the Jews who had violated her. In 
his autobiography, Mein Kampf (My Strug- 
gle), Hitler ends Chapter VII, “With the 
Jews there can be no bargaining. There can 
only be the hard either/or. I had resolved to 
become a politician.” 

When Hitler returned to Munich in the 
spring of 1919, the city seemed to be ful- 
filling the direst predictions of the political 
pamphleteers. The graceful capital of Ba- 
varia was being taken over by non-Bavari- 
an radicals. Since the armistice, a series of 
radical regimes that were, in their turn, inef- 
ficient, corrupt, and tyrannical had brought 
so much chaos and terror that the inhabit- 
ants of Munich finally called for help from 
the central government in Berlin. In May of 
1919, volunteer bands of soldiers were sent 
to “liberate” the city and “restore order.” 
These were the so-called Freikorps (Free 
Corps, but they preferred to call themselves 
“freebooters”). The Freikorps brought rela- 
tive political stability by essentially replac- 
ing one leftist reign of terror with a differ- 
ent leftist reign of terror. 

By the summer of 1919, the Freikorps 
had grown to 500,000 members and had 
become the most significant political force 
in Germany. Composed of battle-tested war 
veterans and radical youths too young to 
have fought in the Great War, they entered 
the service of the Weimar Republic not 
because they respected the German gov- 
ernment, but because they needed money, 
food, and comradeship, and wanted to ex- 
ploit an opportunity to fight against and 
destroy opposing movements. Even though 
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Adolf Hitler was a relative unknown at this 
point, the Freikorps would ultimately be- 
come the greatest source of personnel and 
spirit in Hitler’s future National Socialist 
(Nazi) movement. 

The chief characteristics of the Frei- 
korps were the same as those of Hitler’s 
later storm troopers. First, the Fiih- 
rerprinzip (leader principle), which had 
been developing in the pre-war youth 
movements, was now manifested at two 
levels: The commander of an individual 
corps was often called the Fiihrer and 
idolized as the embodiment of all soldierly 
virtues, and the leader was also an abstrac- 
tion, that is, a 20th-century version of the 
Barbarossa legend. This is illustrated in a 
letter one Freikorps member wrote to his 
sister: “Someday a Man will come to lead 
us, a Man who unites German spirit and 
German power!” Second, these men car- 
ried a reckless desire to smash the whole 
materialistic, middle-class world. Third, 
Freikorps members were racists and, in 
particular, rabidly anti-Semitic. Fourth, 
Freikorps fighters dreamed of a new Ger- 
many, a Third Reich, in pursuit of which 
they exhibited their utter contempt for hu- 
mane values and their exaltation of power 
and brutality. 

Meanwhile, the future Fuhrer of the 
Third Reich stayed in the background, 
hesitant and unsure. He did not yet know 
how to proceed in playing the role that he 


believed destiny had assigned to him. As 
would often happen in moments of per- 
sonal crisis, Hitler was overwhelmed by 
feelings of anxiety, inadequacy, and self- 
doubt. Month after month, as the turmoil 
of revolution, radical governments, and 
Freikorps occupation swirled around him, 
he stood aloof, unsure of what to do. But 
through it all he was sustained by the con- 
viction that somehow, someday, he would 
become leader of Germany. He simply had 
to keep the faith and wait for fate to guide 
him. And soon it did. 

Hitler’s first course of action led him 
back to the army. He was assigned to a 
special new department, which had been 
established to investigate eccentric or 
seemingly subversive political groups. His 
job was to act as an undercover agent and 
report on “reliable” and “unreliable” po- 
litical movements. As part of his training, 
Hitler was required to attend a series of 
indoctrination lectures given by patriotic 
professors at the University of Munich. 
After one of the lectures, an instructor 
later reported that he noticed that “the men 
seemed spellbound by one of their number 
who was haranguing them with mounting 
passion in a strangely guttural voice. I had 
the peculiar feeling that their excitement 
derived from him and at the same time 
they, in turn, were inspiring him.” The 
professor was so impressed that he rec- 
ommended that Hitler be assigned to pro- 
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Politics by force: Members of the Freikorps pose in front of an armored car in Berlin around 
1919. These “freebooters” were the forerunners of the Nazi storm troopers, notorious for their 


violent tactics against political opponents. 
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Hitler was certainly not the only soldier to be appalled by the defeat 
and shocked by the “stab in the back” of the armistice and the 
proclamation of a new government. But it seemed that for him there 


was something almost personal about it. 


mote patriotism in the army. Hitler reveled 
in the recognition that he was a superior 
orator and in the realization that he could 
excite crowds through his public speaking. 

One day in September of 1919, either 
because his job as an army informer re- 
quired it or, as he preferred to believe, 
fate had directed him to do so, Hitler in- 
vestigated the meeting of a struggling rac- 
ist group founded by a railway mechanic 
named Anton Drexler. The little group, 
which called itself the German Workers’ 
Party, had gathered in the back room of 
a tavern. The boring meeting droned on 
until the newcomer rose in anger to re- 
spond to a professor who had suggested 
that Bavaria should break away from the 
German Reich. So passionate and effec- 
tive was Hitler’s rebuttal that the deflated 
professor left the meeting. Drexler was 
impressed and, a few days later, Hitler 
joined the German Workers’ Party. In 
less than two years, thanks to the force of 
his personality, his organizational ability, 
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and his capacity for ruthless political in- 
fighting, Hitler would become the undis- 
puted leader of the newly named National 
Socialist German Workers’ Party. 

As a consequence of both the mate- 
rial losses suffered during the war and 
the harsh treatment directed at Germany 
by the nations that had defeated her, the 
period following the creation of the Wei- 
mar Republic was one of ceaseless eco- 
nomic and political chaos in Germany. 
After France determined that Germany 
had defaulted on its reparations payments, 
it began a military occupation of the Ruhr 
district, where Germany’s heavy indus- 
tries were concentrated, in January of 
1923. This merely served to accelerate the 
economic depression into which Germany 
was already sinking, and further fueled the 
monetary inflation that was ruining the 
middle class. The very class of people who 
would have been the backbone needed to 
support a democratic republic in Germany 
was being wiped out by the developing hy- 


Looking for a leader: Gathering of the National Socialist German Workers’ Party in the 
Burgerbraukeller in Munich during 1923. It was from here that Hitler launched the failed uprising that 
brought him national fame and ultimately put him on a path to becoming absolute ruler of Germany. 
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perinflation, which allowed the enemies 
of the Weimar Republic to increase their 
power. The rage and humiliation caused 
by the French occupation of the Ruhr was 
a godsend to both the Nazi and communist 
extremists. 

In Munich, two political leaders vied for 
the support of the Freikorps: Gustav von 
Kahr, an uninspiring bureaucrat who had 
just been made state commissioner general 
of Bavaria, and the dynamic Adolf Hitler. 
For weeks Hitler talked loudly and often 
about overthrowing the government of 
“Jewish traitors” and “November crimi- 
nals.” The Freikorps took him seriously 
and wanted action. Kahr did not want a 
revolution, but needed Freikorps support 
for his program of restoration and could 
not let them gravitate to Hitler. He invited 
the leading nationalists in Bavaria to a 
meeting to be held on November 8 in 1923 
in Munich. Hitler decided that this would 
be the moment to act, as destiny seemed to 
be calling him. 

As the dignitaries sat around the tables 
of the Birgerbraukeller, a high-class beer 
hall, listening to Kahr’s dull presenta- 
tion, they were startled by a commotion 
near the center of the hall. Ridiculously 
dressed in a morning coat (formal attire), 
Hitler had jumped on a table and fired two 
shots into the ceiling. He then rushed to 
the stage and, at pistol point, herded Kahr 
and two other leaders into a side room, 
where he ordered them to join him in a 
national revolution. Returning to the hall, 
Hitler launched into a speech that electri- 
fied the crowd of 3,000, announcing that 
a war hero, General Erich Ludendorff, 
would lead a march on the center of the 
city the following morning. 

The march turned into a fiasco when 
the Bavarian Provincial Police opened 
fire on the revolutionaries, killing at least 
20 people. Hitler was arrested and put on 
trial for high treason during February and 
March of 1924, but a sympathetic judicia- 
ry allowed Hitler to turn the proceedings 
into a veritable circus. Almost overnight 
the obscure street agitator became a na- 
tional hero and a martyr to the cause of 
a resurgent Germany. After serving less 
than nine months of a five-year sentence, 
Hitler was released from prison in De- 
cember of 1924. In less than nine years, 
he would fulfill his destiny and become 
supreme dictator of Nazi Germany. i 
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Crime Spree Cut Short 


KFOR.com reported out of Nichols Hills, 
Oklahoma, on October 11 that an intruder 
involved in a string of break-ins was shot 
on his last stop. Nichols Hills Police Chief 
Steve Cox told the news that police had 
gotten calls about many residences and 
automobiles being broken in to before 
they got the report of a shooting. The of- 
ficers rushed to the scene and discovered 
the wounded suspect a few houses away 
from where the shooting took place. The 
injured man was lying on the ground in the 
backyard of a neighbor’s house pleading 
for help with his gunshot wound. 

Authorities are still investigating, but 
the police believe that the suspect was 
involved in a series of crimes that night 
before being confronted and shot by a 
homeowner. “We believe the suspect was 
confronted by a homeowner, some type of 
altercation took place. Suspect was shot 
at least one time.... While officers in the 
area were looking for the suspect, it was 
determined we started getting several calls 
of other residences and autos being broken 
into,” Chief Cox told KFOR.com. 


Starbucks Shooting 


Fox13 reported on October 4 about an in- 
cident in Millcreek, Utah, that shows, once 
again, a good guy with a gun can be a real 
lifesaver. Authorities say a shooting occurred 
in the early morning hours at a Starbucks 
when a deranged man began accosting em- 
ployees of the store. Police were already en 
route to the scene because the mentally ill 
man had just caused a scene at a 7-Eleven 
convenience store across the street. 

Paula Nafus, the owner of the 7-Elev- 
en, said she was concerned about the way 
the man was acting and she had been on 
edge lately due to the increased presence 
of homeless people in the area. Nafus ex- 
plained to Fox13 that since neighboring 
Salt Lake City cracked down on home- 
lessness, it has driven a lot of those types 
of people to nearby Millcreek. As soon as 
the police pulled into the 7-Eleven parking 
lot, the homeless man fled across the street 
to Starbucks. Once inside the Starbucks, 
the man immediately began physically 
assaulting a female store employee. A 
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customer at the coffee shop witnessed the 
attack unfolding and grabbed his pistol, 
which he was carrying on him. Before he 
could even pull it out, the homeless man 
charged at him, so he fired one shot, which 
hit the homeless man in the chest. 

The police then cornered the suspect, 
who still needed to be tasered to be sub- 
dued. Police Detective Ken Hansen told 
Fox13 that the homeless man was so 
aggressive and violent that his officers 
weren’t even aware that he had been shot. 
“Our officers came over here and were 
outside in the process of taking him into 
custody, they had to taser him to do that.” 
First responders transported the injured 
suspect to a nearby hospital for treatment, 
and he is expected to survive. Police are 
still investigating and reviewing surveil- 
lance footage of the shooting. 


Armed Burglar 
Smashes Through Window 


WBIR.com reported out of Knoxville, 
Tennessee, on October 11 about a burglar 
who was shot while breaking and entering 
into a house. The Knoxville Police Depart- 
ment is still investigating, but all the evi- 
dence so far shows that the suspect tried 
breaking in to the house late at night by 
first pounding on the front door. When the 
occupants of the home did not open the 
door, the man then turned his attention to 
a nearby window and shattered it. 

Officers say the man was armed with a 
handgun. Police say it was when the window 
broke that one of the homeowners armed 
himself and confronted the trespasser. Fear- 
ing for his life and the lives of the other oc- 
cupants of the house, the homeowner fired 
at the armed burglar, fatally wounding the 
man. Investigators have identified the de- 
ceased suspect as 24-year-old Christopher 
Austin Desmarais from Knoxville. Police 
are still investigating, and the homeowners 
are cooperating with their efforts. 


Shot on the Patio 


KDVR.com reported out of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, on October 11 about a 
violent break-in wherein the suspect was 


shot by a homeowner. Police are still in- 
vestigating, but they believe the burglar 
broke in to the house but was quickly 
discovered by the husband and wife who 
lived there. The wife called 911 while the 
husband sprang into action, loaded a hand- 
gun, carried it with him to confront the 
suspect, and fired at the intruder, fatally 
wounding him. 

Arriving officers discovered the wound- 
ed suspect on the patio of the house. He 
was transported to a nearby medical fa- 
cility for treatment, but succumbed to 
his gunshot wound. Police identified the 
suspect as 30-year-old Houston Malachai 
Cookson, who they say was trying to break 
in to the house and had items in his pos- 
session that investigators think had been 
stolen in a different criminal incident. Po- 
lice are still investigating, but they believe 
the homeowner acted lawfully and do not 
expect to charge him. 


Monkey Attack 


The Associated Press reported on Sep- 
tember 29 out of Shallotte, North Caro- 
lina, about a wild incident involving 
an exotic pet that apparently “went ba- 
nanas”! Police say the incident unfolded 
when a monkey that a woman was keep- 
ing as a pet escaped its cage and went 
on a berserk rampage. Shallotte police 
say the monkey attacked its owner and 
bit and scratched her, leaving her with 
serious injuries. The animal then fled the 
house and began terrorizing neighbors. 
At one of the nearby houses, the monkey 
began loudly banging on a glass door. 
A repairman who was working at the 
residence witnessed what was unfolding 
and grabbed his pistol to defend himself. 
When the animal locked eyes with the 
repairman, it charged him. The repair- 
man fired at the monkey, fatally wound- 
ing the animal. Detective Sergeant John 
Holman of the Shallotte Police Depart- 
ment told the Associated Press that the 
monkey was killed by one shot from the 
repairman’s gun, and that the repairman 
was licensed to carry the pistol and his 
actions in shooting the monkey also ap- 
peared to be lawful. 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Why So Much Red Ink? 
Blame Overspending, 
Not Cutting Taxes 


ITEM: The left-wing Washington Post in 
its print version for September 29, 2018, 
reported that “House Republicans pushed 
through a new round of tax cuts Friday 
that would permanently extend the cuts for 
individuals in President Trump 5 signature 
law that are set to expire within a decade. 
During debate over the tax law last year, 
Democrats frequently attacked Republi- 
cans because the legislation contained 
permanent rate reductions for corpora- 
tions but temporary ones for individuals.” 
The Post went on to say: “Democrats 
termed the legislation another ‘tax scam’ 
that primarily helps the wealthy while 
adding even more to the nation’s danger- 
ously large $21 trillion debt. And Demo- 
crats warned repeatedly that the legisla- 
tion would threaten Social Security and 
Medicare, claiming the GOP would ulti- 
mately seek to cut those programs to pay 
down the debt — a charge Republicans 
dismissed as scare tactics.” 
Item: A Bloomberg article dated Septem- 
ber 30 pointed out that “Democrats op- 
posed the [Trump administration's] tax 
bill, and [Democratic] party leaders have 
deplored Trump 8 fiscal recklessness.” 
The article also claimed: “In recent 
decades, Democrats have tried to balance 
the books when they’ve launched major 
initiatives — partly because they’ve need- 
ed Republican votes to pass legislation... 
Party bosses are still in that camp. Hillary 
Clinton said a large national debt threat- 
ens ‘grave harm,’ and House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi has called America’s 
debt level ‘immoral.’” 
ITEM: An article in the New York Times 
for July 25 said: “As the tax bill was de- 
bated last year, the Trump administration 
argued that losses from the cuts would 
be offset by increased economic growth. 
Companies would use money that had pre- 
viously gone to taxes, the argument went, 
to invest in their businesses and workers, 
giving the government a smaller slice — 
but out of a bigger pie. But the drop in 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


a \ 


Not concerned enough about the national debt: Though Donald Trump was elected to Make 
America Great Again, he has signed spending bills that continue America’s spiral down toward 
national financial default and hyperinflation. But at least he cut taxes to boost the economy. 


tax payments has come as the American 
economy is already the healthiest it has 
been since the crisis, raising questions 
about whether the deficit could balloon 
further if growth begins to slow.” 

ITEM: An article in the October 4 The 
Hill, a Capitol Hill newspaper, reported in 
part: “Since Trump took office, the budget 
deficit has exploded, largely as the result 
of the GOP tax bill signed into law last 
December.” 

Item: In his Twitter page on September 22, 
California Democrat Representative Alan 
Lowenthal charged: “@GOP has racked up 
record deficits with reckless tax cuts for the 
top 1%. They’ve attacked healthcare and 
support for the middle class. Now, they’re 
threatening entitlement cuts in the next year. 
Make no mistake, we MUST stop them.” 
CORRECTION: The Congress is supposed 
to represent the people, right? Well, here’s 
a question for our esteemed representa- 
tives: Why is it so difficult to cut down on 
your expenditures? After all, it is because 
of your excessive spending that we have to 
cut down on ours. 

Budget deficits do matter, and the rising 
National Debt matters even more. But we 
didn’t pile up the mountain of red ink be- 
cause we cut taxes either too much or too 
often; rather, our fiscal plight is a function 
of government overspending. 


Of course, simple math suggests that 
cutting taxes and overspending is going 
to throw the budget even more out of 
whack. But that is not a good excuse 
against cutting taxes; it is, however, yet 
another reason for fiscal prudence. It is 
cruel to pretend that the best way to get 
our children and grandchildren to learn 
the value of a dollar is to force them to 
pay for our debts. 

There is, to be sure, hypocrisy and poli- 
tics involved when one party professes 
frugality when not in the majority, only 
to squander wildly when in charge of the 
purse strings. And it is convenient, for the 
profligate, to have one major party empha- 
sizing the backing of “domestic” programs 
while the other tends to be for “defense” 
— only to “compromise” by agreeing to 
fund both, with our money. 

Posturing notwithstanding, there is no 
law against slicing taxes and deficits — 
not that you’d know that by listening to 
the media. 

Not all media outlets were willingly 
blind. The folks at Investor’s Business 
Daily were more clear-eyed in their obser- 
vations. BD commented this spring that 
the Congressional Budget Office (while 
its projections are frequently inaccurate) 
did include, albeit buried within an appen- 
dix of its updated budget report, a “tacit 
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Congressional credit card: The Congressional Budget Office has admitted that it vastly 
overestimated the cost of Trump’s tax cuts. In fact, revenues to the government increased after 
the cuts; however, spending grew faster than revenues, so the U.S. deficit blossomed. 


admission that it vastly overestimated the 
cost of the Trump tax cuts.” 

The CBO — before one took into ac- 
count any resultant economic growth — 
said that the Trump tax cuts would reduce 
(from 2018 to 2027) federal revenues by 
$1.69 trillion. But, as the JBD 5 editors put 
it, the government budgeteers then went 
on to say 


that higher rate of GDP growth will 
produce $1.1 trillion in new revenues. 
In other words, 65% of the tax cuts are 
paid for by extra economic growth. 

That faster growth will also re- 
duce federal entitlement spending 
keyed to the economy — unemploy- 
ment insurance, food stamps, wel- 
fare and the like — by $150 billion, 
the CBO says. 

If you subtract that from the cost 
of the tax cuts, the net cost drops to 
$440 billion [over 10 years]. 

This is what we and other backers 
of the tax cuts had insisted all along. 
Not that tax cuts would entirely pay 
for themselves. But that the econom- 
ic growth they generate would offset 
much of the costs. 

Looks like we were right. 
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That economic good news has contin- 
ued. As we write, the Labor Department 
has just released its most recent figures, 
which showed that September’s unem- 
ployment was at the lowest level since the 
Vietnam War. The department noted that 
the jobless rate, which fell to 3.7 percent, 
was the lowest since December 1969. Em- 
ployers in this country, meanwhile, added 
134,000 jobs to their payrolls, which were 
a record 96th straight month of gains. 
(Indeed, those numbers, affected by Hur- 
ricane Florence, were later expected to be 
adjusted upward.) And wages rose 2.8 per- 
cent from a year earlier. 

Tax reductions were not responsible for 
all of those positive numbers, of course. 
Yet, if such numbers were down, you can 
bet that the mainstream media would have 
blared themselves blue in blaming any 
drop-offs on the Trump cuts. 

As it is, most opponents of tax cuts (e.g., 
Congressman Lowenthal) are lying about 
the actual effects of the cuts (as well as ig- 
noring overspending). In truth, the largest 
USS. deficit levels came during the Obama 
administration, after the “great recession,” 
when they ranged from $1.1 trillion to $1.4 
trillion between 2009 and 2012. 

The tax cuts did boost the economy, as 


intended, even though that does not fit the 
narrative laid down by most big spenders. 
“Some analysts argue that last year’s tax 
cuts are what’s driving up the deficit, but 
that’s not true,” said Justin Bogie, a senior 
policy analyst at the Heritage Foundation. 
As he put it in early October: 


The reduction of the corporate tax 
rate actually helped corporate reve- 
nues to the Treasury rise to the high- 
est level in years. 

It’s out-of-control spending, not 
insufficient revenues, that’s driving 
the country toward fiscal disaster. 


Even when incorporating the tax cuts, 
federal revenues are projected to climb 
“every year as a share of GDP, going 
from 16.6% this year to 17.5% by 2025.” 
Unfortunately, admits /BD, “spending is 
on track to climb even faster — going 
from 20.6% of GDP this year to 23.6% by 
2028.” This, in the words of the editors, 
is “little short of a disgrace, and shows 
that Republicans love spending taxpayer 
money as much as Democrats.” 

The editors of JBD also deserve credit 
for looking at the larger problem. They 
too have noted that tax reduction is not 
the culprit. Rather, the problem is “out-of- 
control spending, which will be nearly $1 
trillion higher over the next decade thanks 
to recent spending deals.” 

Larry Kudlow, the president’s chief 
economic advisor, anticipates that “the 
deficit-to-GDP ratios will be coming 
down eventually — not immediately, but 
over time.” We shall see. He also admits 
that he is not a “deficit hawk.” That’s noth- 
ing to boast about: We wouldn’t mind if 
he were more hawkish in this regard. Not 
long ago, Kudlow did suggest that “en- 
titlements” (generally considered Social 
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid) might 
be reformed next year to lessen the deficit. 
“We have to be tougher on spending,” he 
said. 

Indeed. But talk is cheap, be they GOP 
or Democrat words. Actions do mat- 
ter. “The day after sending the tax bill to 
the President’s desk,” commented Brian 
Riedl, a senior fellow at the Manhattan In- 
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stitute, “congressional leaders postponed 
entitlement reform indefinitely.” 

Riedl also took a look at the CBO’s 
Long-Term Budget Outlook earlier this 
year. It projected that “between 2017 and 
2047, Social Security and Medicare will 
run a cash deficit of $82 trillion. Spe- 
cifically, Medicare will run a $40 trillion 
cash deficit, Social Security will run a 
$19 trillion cash deficit, and the interest 
costs of those deficits will add $23 trillion 
more.” (These projections were made be- 
fore the tax cuts.) Nevertheless, “The rise 
in Social Security, Medicare, and result- 
ing interest costs from 8.1 percent to 16.4 
percent of GDP between 2017 and 2047 
determines nearly the entire rise in bud- 
get deficits.” 

And the Democrats’ inevitable solution 
— calling for more taxation of the “rich” 
—is nota real answer. Indeed, as Riedl also 
explained in USA Today, “Even doubling 
the highest two tax brackets to 70 and 74 
percent would close just one-fifth” of the 
shortfalls of Social Security and Medicare. 

Fiscal 2018 represented the eighth such 
fiscal year in the last 11 in which the Na- 
tional Debt increased by at least one tril- 
lion dollars. 

Still, the recent tax cuts have caused the 
CBO to alter its projections, though it is 
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not necessarily giving credit where it is 
due. Economist Stephen Moore recently 
recalled that the CBO in 2017 anticipated 
that the National Debt would double to 
150 percent of GDP in two decades. Why 
so pessimistic? In part, that was based on a 
CBO “prediction before President Barack 
Obama left office that economic growth 
would average over 20 years between 1.7 
percent and 1.8 percent.” 

There is, however, a new fellow in the 
White House. Congresses do change. 
Moore continued: 


But growth has rocketed to above 
4 percent over the last two quarters 
and it’s a brand-new ball game. Just 
since the tax cut passed some nine 
months ago, the CBO has increased 
its estimate of economic output by a 
gargantuan $6.1 trillion over the 10- 
year window of 2018 to 2027. 


Yet, as Moore also put it, the CBO “is 
genetically incapable of giving Trump 
the credit for the booming economy. In 
fact, he’s penalized for it. Any sane per- 
son would say the deficit is going to be 
somewhere near $1 trillion smaller as the 
economy booms. Not $400 billion larger.” 
Even more remarkable, says Moore, 
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Unsustainable spending: Upcoming Social Security payments and Medicare payments, along 
with interest on debt accrued to pay for those payments, will run a cash deficit of $82 trillion over 
the next 30 years. Not only will our kids and grandkids suffer from overspending, we will, too. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


is that CBO says the rich will get a 
smaller share of the economic pie 
over the next decade. Wait a minute. 
I thought the Democrats said this was 
a tax cut for millionaires and billion- 
aires. Guess not. 


Government, we must admit, does some 
things well. Spending too much, unfortu- 
nately, ranks quite high on that scale. Writing 
in National Review Online, public-policy 
expert Michael Tanner has observed that 
“Democrats were quick to blame last year’s 
Republican tax cuts for exacerbating the 
deficit.” Yet, “tax revenues, fed by increased 
economic growth, are actually up one per- 
cent over this time last year.” He rightly 
pointed to the “real culprit”: spending, which 
“increased by 7 percent from last year, the 
largest year-over-year increase since 2009.” 

The Cato Institute analyst also has ap- 
plauded the tax cuts, observing correctly 
that the process of allowing people and 
businesses to keep more of their own money 
should generally be seen as a positive thing. 
And in a separate piece, Tanner was on tar- 
get in noting that would have been even bet- 
ter if the reductions had been accompanied 
by less spending by the federal government. 
“As Milton Friedman pointed out, the true 
cost of government is not found in taxes or 
debt, but in spending. Taxes and borrowing 
are just alternative ways of paying the cost. 
Asmaller, less costly, less intrusive govern- 
ment would be better for all of us, would 
generate more growth, and would require 
fewer taxes to pay for it.” 

The tax cuts have added plenty on the 
credit side of the ledger. According to a tax 
and growth model by the Tax Foundation, 
the total effect will be a 1.7 percent larger 
economy, leading to 1.5 percent higher 
wages, a 4.8 percent larger capital stock, 
and an estimated 339,000 additional full- 
time equivalent jobs in the long run. 

We should keep cutting — both taxes 
and government spending. Just imagine 
how much better the economy, and our per- 
sonal pocketbooks, would be with a limited 
constitutional government. If Washington 
would just balance its budget, we would be 
happy to budget the balance. Mi 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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THE !,\5 WORD 


BY R. Cort KIRKWOOD 


“When Women Charge Rape, We Must Believe” 


hat was the refrain we 

| heard when Christine 

Blasey Ford accused 

then-U.S. Supreme Court 

nominee Brett Kavanaugh — 

now an associate justice — of 
attempted rape. 

But must we believe 
Ford, given that she can’t 
remember how she landed 
at the party in 1982 where, 
she says, Kavanaugh pinned 
her down? Or how she got 
home? Or given that this 
memory only surfaced in 
therapy in 2012, coincident 
with Kavanaugh’s name 
landing in the news as a pos- 
sible pick for the high court 
if Mitt Romney won the election? 

A similar question must be asked about Debbie Ramirez, the 
woman who accused Kavanaugh of exposing himself at a party 
at Yale. Her memory was even more shaky. She was drunk at the 
party. She asked friends to help her remember. 

How reliable are these claims? 

The questions are important given the work of the world’s 
premier expert on false memories, Elizabeth Loftus. A psychol- 
ogy professor at Stanford University, Loftus has proven with 
multiple experiments how easily memories are implanted. Dur- 
ing a Ted Talk in 2013, she explained the consequences of false 
memories when it comes to criminal accusations, detailing the 
case of a falsely accused man. He was convicted, then exoner- 
ated. But he lost his job, his fiancée bailed out, and then he died 
of a stress-related heart attack. 

But he isn’t the only victim of a false rape charge. “In one 
project in the United States,” Loftus reported, “information has 
been gathered on 300 innocent people, 300 defendants who were 
convicted of crimes they didn’t do.... And when those cases 
have been analyzed, three quarters of them are due to faulty 
memory, faulty eyewitness memory.” 

So 225 of the 300 false convictions involved false testimony, 
even if innocently false, based upon false memories. 

Memory, Loftus explained, is not a recording device. “Mem- 
ory works a little bit more like a Wikipedia page: You can go in 
there and change it, but so can other people.” 

Loftus described implanting innocent false memories into 
test subjects, explaining that “you can distort or contaminate 
or change their memory.” Loftus once implanted an impossible 
memory into her subjects: Bugs Bunny at Disneyland. Bugs 
touched them inappropriately, they remembered. Of course, the 
wascally wabbit is not a Disney character. 

But where does the memory-corrupting misinformation come 
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from? “Everywhere,” an- 
swered Loftus. Leading ques- 
tions, false information from 
other witnesses, and “media 
coverage about some event we 
might have experienced” can 
contaminate memory, she said. 

Loftus also described 
the lurid tales of childhood 
abuse that individuals “re- 
member” because therapists 

planted them. 
paid Apropos, then, of what we 
were asked to believe about 
federal judge who led an ex- 
> emplary life, a few observa- 
' tions: 

Assuming Ford actually 
believes her tale and isn’t 
lying, she can’t, again, remember how she got to the party or 
got home. And her story changed repeatedly. First she said the 
attack was in her late teens. Then she said she was 15. She also 
said the attack occurred in 1982 after saying it occurred “the mid 
1980s” and the “early 1980s.” She also said she wasn’t drunk the 
night of the party because she had exactly one beer. How did her 
accusation become so specific after it was so vague? 

Beyond that, the men and women she offered as corroborating 
witnesses deny remembering any such party. 

Given Ford’s memory lapses and changing story, consider a 
curious fact about her professional endeavors. She collaborated 
on a research paper that discussed, among other things, using 
hypnosis to “assist in the retrieval of important memories” and 
to “create artificial situations” to help treat patients. “Hypnosis 
could be used to improve rapport in the therapeutic relationship, 
assist in the retrieval of important memories,” the authors wrote. 

Ford and her collaborators taught participants “self-hypno- 
sis,” and cited the work of two other researchers who wrote that 
hypnosis could corrupt a person’s memories. 

Speaking to the New York Times about Ford’s accusation, 
Loftus said, “The question is, when did the accuser attach Brett 
Kavanaugh’s name to the incident? Was it right away or did 
it come much later, say, in therapy?” Answer? Ford’s husband 
said she brought Kavanaugh’s name up in therapy, but the 
notes from the session don’t mention his name. Maybe that’s 
why Ford and her attorney wouldn’t surrender those notes to 
the Judiciary Committee. 

As for Ramirez, did any of those she solicited for help re- 
membering contaminate her memory? How about news cover- 
age? And what role did her own confessed drunkenness play? 
Did Ramirez remember anything, or did the people she asked 
for help, along with media coverage, contaminate her memory? 

We might never find out. Hf 


Christine 
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Mommy, Don’t Kill Me 

Abortion is said to be OK because it’s not really a baby, it’s just a clump 
of cells, but the argument doesn’t hold up to scrutiny. (November 5, 2018, 
48pp) TNA181105 


Voter Fraud: 
Manipulating the Vote 
Donald Trump stands 
accused of “collusion” 
with the Russians in the 
last election to manipulate 
the vote. While the charge 
is completely unproven, 


60th Anniversary: 
Celebrating The John 
Birch Society’s 

Epic Journey 

The John Birch Society 
is celebrating 60 years of 
fighting for the liberties of 
Americans with an issue 


Censoring the Web: 

Who’s Next? 
Americas Big Tech 
social-media organs 


have declared war on 
conservatives, trying to exile 
them from the Internet. But 
several possible routes exist 


Deep State in Action 

This special report tells 
how the Deep State — the 
behind-the-scenes people 
who drive America’s 
political machine — 
use the environment, 
immigration, trade, and 


Deep State: 

Pulling Strings From 
Behind the Scenes 
Many Americans have 
noticed the concerted 
efforts to vilify Trump 
and stop his agenda — for 
the first time noticing the 
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